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SOCIAL & CULTURAL WORLD
ASSESSMENT TASK
Preliminary: Social & Cultural World
Catriona McDonald, Mercy Catholic College, Chatswood
demonstrating how she has modified an assessment previously
published by Mandy Webb, North Sydney Girls High School
Syllabus Content

Syllabus Outcomes

Examine at least TWO contemporary issues
within society, using ONE appropriate research
method drawn from:

H1 evaluates and effectively applies social and
cultural concepts

• content analysis of the media
• questionnaire (short)
• secondary research

Related concepts
Media; Public Knowledge; Primary Research,
Micro, Meso, Macro Level.

H3 analyses relationships and interactions within
and between social and cultural groups
H5 analyses continuity and change and their
influence on personal and social futures
H9 applies complex course language and
concepts appropriate for a range of
audiences and contexts
H10 communicates complex information, ideas
and issues using appropriate written, oral
and graphic forms

Rationale
What follows is an example of how a task or an article
published in Culturescope can be tailored to suit the learning
needs of your particular students.
Mandy Webb published an assessment task in a previous
edition of Culturescope (Vol 120, July 2020) that was
designed for Year 11 students to be active researchers and
conduct a content analysis of the media’s role in the creation
and sharing of public knowledge in relation to the COVID-19
Pandemic. The original task was created as a research task
with a report submitted, but my cohort had an in-class
assessment scheduled for their first task this year and thus
the task was adapted to suit my context.
Re-designing the task meant the addition of a third
component of an unseen 5 mark question justifying the use
of content analysis as a research method, while also enabling
students to experience writing an extended response under
timed conditions. Students were permitted to bring their
content analysis table and three brief judgements to assist
with the extended response. This table, and their reference
of eight sources used, was submitted and marked as Part A,
similar to the task that Mandy had created.
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Included in this Culturescope submission is:
– The modified assessment notification
– The modified assessment task
– The marking criteria with a self-assessment tool included for the extended response
(Part C).
– Integrated student samples of a completed content analysis table, references and three
judgements.

Social distancing signage, Indooroopilly, Qld
Source: Wikimedia Commons
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When marking Part C, I wrote a few comments as
annotations throughout their response, but did not
provide a summative comment for them. Instead, as
you’ll see in the marking criteria below, students were
asked to complete a ‘Feedforward’ exercise to try to
identify for themselves where they excelled and how a
response could be improved in the future, with ‘Even
Better If…’. I then took the responses back, and added in
my observations. Finally, students completed a Google
survey for self-reflection and to inform future practice,
as well as to evaluate the usefulness of the task. While
the post-assessment work may seem quite timeconsuming, I had not taught many of these students
in their junior years and so this exercise deepened my
understanding of their learning needs. Overall, the
students demonstrated a deeper understanding of the
fundamental and additional concepts, as well as an
understanding of how the media works to shape and
create public knowledge in our society. Please see the
snapshots of the students’ evaluation of the assessment
task below.
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MERCY CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Assessment Information and Notification
SOCIETY AND CULTURE					

Year: 11

Topic: Social and Cultural World
Mark/Grade:		/30					Weighting: 25%
Due date: Monday 10th May, 2021, period 2

Assessment Task
This assessment task will require students to analyse a contemporary issue using the method
of content analysis. Students will then use this data to respond to a question within a written
response task that will show their understanding of that issue with respect to their evolving
social and cultural world. Refer to the task-sheet at the end of this notification.

Format:
Part A – Content Analysis: (10 marks)
––
––
––
––

Content Analysis Table
Reference List of the 8 news articles used for the content analysis.
To be completed prior to Monday 10th May.
The table of data must be used to assist in writing the extended response in class on
Monday 10th May.
–– Part A is to be submitted at the end of period 2 with Parts B and C.

Part B – Reflection of Content Analysis as a Research Method (5 marks)
–– One PEEL Paragraph is to be completed in class on Monday 10th May.
Part C – Extended Response: Analysis of data (15 marks)
Examine the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge on ONE of the
following:
–– COVID-19 in 2021 or,
–– One contemporary issue in Australian Society.
To be completed in class on Monday 10th May, period 2. You may use the Content Analysis Sheet
for reference during the written components.
Refer to the end of Notification for Specific Instructions for Parts A, B and C, and the Marking
Criteria.
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The assessment task will cover the topic:
• The Social and Cultural World, including research methods, specifically:
Examine at least TWO contemporary issues within society, using ONE appropriate research
method drawn from:
–– content analysis of the media
–– questionnaire (short)
–– secondary research.
• Related concepts: Media; Public Knowledge; Primary Research and; Micro, Meso, Macro Levels

How to do/prepare the task
1 Refer to the attached detailed explanation of how to construct the Content Analysis
How to do/prepare the task
2 Choose one specific date to complete your Content Analysis of the Media’s portrayal of the
contemporary issue. (About a week before the in-class component)
3 Use your class notes and textbook as references when constructing your study notes for the
response
4 Use the writing scaffold provided to help prepare for writing Part B of the task
5 Seek assistance with any aspect of the course of which you are unsure
6 If you are unable to complete the assessment task, you must complete an Appeal Form
within 24 hours of your return to school.

NESA Outcomes Assessed
P1 identifies and applies social and cultural concepts
P3 identifies and describes relationships within and between social and cultural groups
P9 uses appropriate course language and concepts suitable for different audiences and
Contexts

Mercy Literacy Standards
6.4 Integrate more sophisticated subject-specific vocabulary and expression
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Year 11 Society and Culture Assessment Task 1:
The Social and Cultural World
The Task
Part A (10 marks): Content Analysis
You are to visit EIGHT different news media websites. Please nominate from the list here:
–– The Sydney Morning Herald

–– The Herald Sun

–– ABC News

–– The Saturday Paper

–– The Guardian

–– The Conversation

–– The Daily Telegraph

–– Crikey

–– The Age

–– Mamamia

–– The Examiner

–– Buzzfeed.com/tag/Australia

You will be monitoring the reporting on COVID-19 or ONE contemporary issue* by Australian
news outlets. You will be looking for trends in the media’s reporting of the virus that will allow
you to write a response to the question:
Examine the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge on ONE of the
following:
–– COVID-19 in 2021 or,
–– One contemporary issue in Australian Society.
* The contemporary issue must be discussed and authorised by your teacher prior to
commencing this task.
You will need to nominate FOUR aspects to detect and record across all of the EIGHT different
websites. You may select from the following:
–– Alarmist words

–– Exclamation marks

–– Emotive words

–– Question marks

–– Close-up shots

–– Quotes from the public

–– Expert Opinion

–– References to Centrelink

–– Data Predictions

–– References to the ‘public section’

–– Comparison images

–– ‘Social Distancing’

–– Members of Parliament

–– The words ‘jobs’, ‘economy’,
‘employment’ or ‘unemployment’

–– References to the World Health Organisation
(WHO) or other world organisations

–– Your own choice
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Then you will need to nominate A DAY to visit your eight websites. You may choose to use the home
page of the website, or one specific article per website to conduct your content analysis on. Whichever
you choose, you must remain consistent- you cannot do a content analysis of some home pages
and some articles- it has to be one or the other. You will then draw up a table like the one below and
complete it using your analyses of each website. An example has been included for you.

Date

Media
Outlet

27/03
ABC News

Unit of
Analysis/
Area 1

(eg alarmist
words)

Crisis IIIII
Border
Closure IIIII
IIIII IIIII I

Unit of
Analysis/
Area 2

(eg social
distancing)

Unit of
Analysis/
Area 3

(eg question
marks)

IIIII I
39
(6 mentions) Across 71
headlines

Unit of
Analysis/
Area 4

Related
Concepts

(Fundamental,
(eg close-up Additional and
Related for SCW)
photos)

9
Persons,
(faces and
Environment,
upper arms)
Citizenship,
Community

Micro/ Meso/
Macro Implications
People feel that their
micro interactions
have macro
implications. The govt
changing rules/laws
for our micro lives.

Using the Harvard system, correctly cite your eight websites. This is to be submitted with your table.
If you are using specific articles:
B. Salt (2018). ‘The Australian’ Blue-collar workers turning whiter shade’ [online] Theaustralian.com.
au. Available at: https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/opinion/blue-collar-workers-turningwhiter-shade/news-story/51435837bc8ee1202ddff56a198e0680 [Accessed on 28/03/2021].
If using the home page:
The Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/au [Accessed on 28/03/2021]
Part B: ONE In- Class Short Answer Response (5 marks)
An unseen question worth 5 marks which requires knowledge of the validity of Content analysis as a
research method.
–– To prepare: Practice PEEL Paragraphs.
–– Refer to the syllabus pp. 18–23.
–– Refer to class notes and the textbook pp. 20–23.
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Part C: Extended Response (15 marks) In-Class
You are to analyse and interpret the data from your content analysis table. By judging the frequency
that certain words and images appear in the media, you are able to then start to think about how the
media is creating understanding (or panic) about the COVID-19 situation OR your contemporary issue,
and whether they are effectively sharing information without bias. Also, think about how there is a
significant interaction between our micro and macro worlds in this current situation.
List the judgements you can make about the role of the media from the data collated. You should be
able to decide on at least THREE: Do not forget, you will be able to directly use data from the Content
Analysis table in your response, as you will have it with you when you are writing it in-class.
Judgement 1:
Judgement 2:
Judgement 3:
These judgements will help with planning for writing a response for the following question:
Examine the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge on ONE of the
following:
–– COVID-19 in 2021 or,
–– One contemporary issue in Australian Society.

RUBRIC
In your answers, you will be assessed on how well you:
–– demonstrate knowledge and understanding relevant to the question
–– apply course concepts and terminology
–– analyses and apply the findings from your content analysis to your response
–– present a sustained, logical, and cohesive response
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Assessment
Student’s Name: 							

Year: 11

Course: Society and Culture						Weighting: 25%
Topic:		

Social and Cultural World

Date:		

Monday 10th May, 2021, period 2			

TOTAL 30 marks

General Instructions
• Working time – 45 minutes
• Write using blue or black pen
Part A: Content Analysis Table + 8 Correctly Referenced Sources
Part B: Short Answer Response

/10
/5

Part C: Extended Response- Content Analysis

/15
Total:

/30

Instructions
You may use your completed Content Analysis table and list of three brief judgements for reference
during the written components. This work must be submitted with your written responses.
Part A: You will hand in your content analysis table and 8 correctly referenced
sources at the end of the in-class assessment.
(10 marks)
Part B:
(5 marks)
Assess the usefulness of content analysis as a research method. (1 Page of lines provided)
In your response:
–– Make judgement(s)
–– Use examples of the strengths and limitations of this research method
–– Use the PEEEEEL structure
Part C:									

(15 Marks)

Examine the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge on ONE of the
following:
–– COVID-19 in 2021 or,
–– One contemporary issue in Australian Society.
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MARKING CRITERIA AND SAMPLE ANSWERS
Part A (10 marks): Content Analysis
Criteria

Marks

•

Presents content analysis for eight articles addressing four units of analysis/areas

•

All categories are complete for each example

•

The information is comprehensive, yet succinct

•

Demonstrates a deep understanding of course concepts

•

Correctly references the eight sources using the Harvard system of referencing

•

Presents content analysis for most of the eight articles addressing most units of
analysis/areas

•

Most categories are complete for each example

•

The information is descriptive

•

Demonstrates an understanding of course concepts

•

Correctly references most of the eight sources using the Harvard system of
referencing

•

Presents content analysis for some articles addressing some units of analysis/areas

•

Most categories are complete for each example

•

The information is descriptive

•

Demonstrates some understanding of course concepts

•

Attempts to reference source(s) using the Harvard system of referencing

•

May attempt one component of the content analysis

•

Some categories are/may be complete for each example

•

The information is basic or limited

•

May mention course concepts

•

May attempt to reference source(s)

9-–10

7–8

4–6

1–3

Feedback:
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Part A – Student Sample- Content Analysis Table
Covid-19 in 2021:

Date

34

Media
Outlet

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 1

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 2

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 3

(Quotes from
the public).

(Emotive
words).

(Members of
parliament).

20/04

The Examiner

20/04

The Age

20/04

The
I
Conversation (1 Mention).

20/04

Crikey

(0 Mentions)

IIIII
(5 Mentions)

II
(2 Mentions)

(0 Mentions)

IIIII
(5 Mentions)

(0 Mentions)

I
(1 Mention)

(0 Mentions)

(0 Mentions)
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Unit of
Analysis –
Area 4

Related
Concepts

(Fundamental, Micro/Meso/ Macro
(The words
Implications
Additional and
‘vaccine’,
Related for
‘safety’, or
SCW).
‘side effect’).
IIIII IIII
(9 Mentions)

Community,
Environment,
Macro-level,
Meso-level,
Power, Society.

The meso-level is
concerned about the
actions made by the
macro-level. Surveys
found communities
in Tasmania remain
complacent
about the effects
of the COVID-19
vaccine, which
their government
has provided little
information on.

IIIII IIIII IIIII IIII
Culture,
(19 Mentions) Environment,
Macro-level,
Micro-level
Persons, Power,
Society.

The macro-level
is impacting the
decisions of the microlevel. The media is
negatively presenting
Astra Zeneca to
hesitant Australians,
now reconsidering the
vaccine.

I
(1 Mention).

IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIII Community,
IIIII IIIII IIIII I
Meso-level,
(36 Mentions) Micro-level,
Persons, Power,
Society.

The micro-level and
meso-level have
minimal knowledge
on the effects of
decisions made by
the macro-level.
Australian’s are
not aware of the
common side effects
of Astra Zeneca.
More individuals and
communities need
to report these side
effects

I
(1 Mention)

IIIII
(5 Mentions).

The macro-level has
created new decisions
which impact the
meso-level. The
National Cabinet has
brought forth the
vaccine rollout to
Australian’s over 50,
despite side effect
concerns

Authority,
Community,
Macro-level,
Meso-level,
Power, Society.
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Date

Media
Outlet

20/04

ABC News.

20/04

Mamamia.

20/04

The Sydney
Morning
Herald.

20/04

The Guardian

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 1

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 2

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 3

(Quotes from
the public).

(Emotive
words).

(Members of
parliament).

Unit of
Analysis –
Area 4

Related
Concepts

(Fundamental, Micro/Meso/ Macro
(The words
Implications
Additional and
‘vaccine’,
Related for
‘safety’, or
SCW).
‘side effect’).

(0 Mentions)

IIII
(4 Mentions)

IIII
(4 Mentions)

IIIII IIIII IIII
Authority,
(14 Mentions) Community,
Environment,
Macro-level,
Meso-level,
Power, Society

The meso-level is
calling the macrolevel for greater
transparency.
Australian’s are
disappointed by the
government’s sluggish
vaccination program.
Leaders are looking to
reset this

(0 Mentions)

III
(3 Mentions)

II
(2 Mentions)

IIII
(4 Mentions)

Community,
Environment,
Macro-level,
Meso-level,
Power, Society

The pace of the
macro-level is
being pressured
by the meso-level.
Communities raise
concerns over the
slow rollout of the
vaccines. State
governments are
keen to create faster
programs.

(0 Mentions)

II
(2 Mentions)

I
(1 Mention).

IIIII IIIII I
(11Mentions)

Authority,
Community,
Environment,
Macro-level,
Meso-level,
Micro-level,
Persons, Power,
Society

The choices made
by the macro-level
are affecting all 3
levels negatively.
The government’s
vaccination delays are
resulting in greater
economic destruction.
International border
closure is the key
source of damage,
which with little
immigration and
tourism, affects the
macro-level, mesolevel, and micro-level
of the Australian
economy

(0 Mentions)

III
(3 Mentions)

III
(3 Mentions)

IIIII IIIII II
Authority,
(12 Mentions). Environment,
Macro-level,
Power.

The macro-level are
arguing amongst
each other. The Prime
Minister has agreed to
fast-track vaccinations
for Australian’s over
50, however pushed
back on the NSW
Premier’s request to
allow vaccinations for
all age groups.
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Judgements about the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge on
COVID-19 in 2021 (From the data collected)

36

Judgement 1

The media is biased in creating and sharing public knowledge on Covid-19 in 2021.

Judgement 2

The media uses word choice and tone to affect the public’s attitudes and human
thought towards Covid-19 in 2021.

Judgement 3

The media documents to the public, the shift of focus and trends concerning Covid-19
in 2021.
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Part B: ONE In- Class Short Answer Response (5 marks)
Criteria

Marks

• Clear justification of content analysis for conducting research
• Presents a cohesive, logical response that effectively integrates relevant examples

5

• Effectively applies relevant course concepts and language
• Justifies the use of content analysis for conducting research
• Presents a logical response that applies relevant example(s)

4

• Applies relevant course concepts and language
• Describes the use of content analysis for conducting research
• Presents an organised response that uses example(s)

3

• Uses course concepts and language
• Outlines content analysis and/or research
• Refers to example(s)

2

• Refers to course concepts and/or language
• Refers to content analysis and/or research
• May use an example or course concept

1

Feedback
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Part B Student Sample: ‘Assess the usefulness of content analysis as a research method’

Part C: Extended Response (15 marks) In-Class: Feedforward Self-Assessment
For both Parts A and B of this assessment task you have received a mark, guidance on where you
were placed in the marking criteria and, a summative comment. For Part C, you have received
a mark out of /15 for this section, and there are comments throughout your response but no
summative comments yet.
How to complete your Self-Assessment Review:

38

1.

Re-read your response and take note of the suggestions and comments written (in purple pen).

2.

Review the exemplar paragraphs, scanned below, after reading through the comments made
on your response.

3.

Read the WWW (What Went Well) and EBI (Even Better If ), remarks below the marking criteria.

4.

Highlight any remarks from BOTH columns that you feel may inform your practice for your next
assessment task. Challenge: Are there any other suggestions for your future self not mentioned
in the list below? If so, write these down too please. Use:
–– a green highlighter for WWW
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–– an orange highlighter for where you feel you’ve made a start
–– a pink highlighter for areas needing to incorporate in future.
(Don’t use a purple highlighter as I’ll add to your feedback too)
5.

If you’re feeling confident, ask a peer to read your response too, and for them to complete
similar feedforward using the WWW and EBI suggestions. They may wish to use the guidelines
from the ‘Ladder of Feedback’ principles to provide informed suggestions for your next-steps.

6.

Submit your completed self/peer-assessment and response back, and I will write further
summative comments.

Part C: Marking Criteria
Criteria

Marks

• Demonstrates comprehensive use of content analysis data to inform
judgements
• Demonstrates a high level of understanding of the role of the media and
implications on public knowledge

13–15

• Presents a cohesive, logical response that effectively integrates relevant
examples
• Effectively applies relevant course concepts and language
• Demonstrates use of content analysis data to inform judgements
• Demonstrates understanding of the role of the media and implications on public
knowledge

10–12

• Presents a logical response that applies relevant examples
• Applies relevant course concepts and language
• Demonstrates use of some content analysis data to inform judgement(s)
• Demonstrates some understanding of the role of the media and implications on
public knowledge

7–9

• Presents an organised response that uses examples
• Uses course concepts and language
• Describes content analysis data and may make a judgement
• Describes the role of the media and/or implications on public knowledge
• May use example(s)

4–6

• May uses course concepts and language
• Shows a limited understanding of content analysis data/the role of the media/
public knowledge

1–3

• May uses course concepts and/or language
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Feedback
WWW: (What Went Well)
–– A well-structured response with an introduction and conclusion.
–– Effective use of the PEEEEL format for every paragraph in the main body of the response.
–– The Link sentence was a good summary and judgement of the discussion in EACH
paragraph.
–– The L sentence/s was related to the focus of the question, i.e., the role of the media in the
creation/sharing of public knowledge
–– Both parts of the question were addressed, i.e., the effectiveness of the media’s role in
creating AND sharing public knowledge.
–– Effective discussion of the role of the media in the creation of public knowledge was
evident
–– Effective discussion of the role of the media in the sharing of public knowledge was evident
–– The judgements of the media’s role in disseminating information were directly related to
the creation of public knowledge.
–– The judgements of the media’s role in disseminating information were directly related to
the sharing of public knowledge.
–– The judgements of the media’s role in disseminating information were directly related to
both the creation of AND the sharing of public knowledge.
–– At least three judgements were evident.
–– A wide variety of examples of data from the results of the content analysis were integrated
to provide evidence supporting the statements.
–– A wide variety of examples of data from the results of the content analysis were integrated
to provide evidence to inform the judgements made.
–– Statistical data from the results of the content analysis table was effectively integrated in
the response.
–– Some examples from the results of the content analysis were included in the response
–– Course concepts were effectively applied throughout the response
–– Some course concepts were used throughout the response.
–– Specific news agency/ies were mentioned, i.e., SMH, The Guardian etc., in the response.
–– News articles were compared in their effectiveness of ensuring non-biased dissemination
of facts regarding the topic of reporting on COVID-19 Pandemic news/other contemporary
issue.
–– Subjective language or use of pronouns (e.g., I, we, my, our, you etc.) was avoided
throughout the response.
Other:
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Feedback
EBI: (Even Better If)
–– Include both an Introduction and a conclusion.
–– The introduction was at least 4 sentences long to provide an outline of the discussions in
the main body
–– The conclusion was at least 4 sentences long to provide a summary of the judgements
made about the role of the media in creating and sharing public knowledge about the
COVID-19 Pandemic/Contemporary issue.
–– PEEEEL structure was used for every paragraph within the main body.
–– Inclusion of L sentence/s to extend the judgements.
–– The L sentences were related to the question, i.e., the role of the media in the sharing/
creation of public knowledge
–– Specific news agency/ies were named, e.g., The SMH, The Conversation
–– Discuss all aspects of the question. In this case it was BOTH the creation and sharing of
public knowledge
–– Examples were incorporated from the data collated.
–– Statistics collated from the research, i.e., the content analysis, were used to support
statements in your response. For example, if the unit of analysis was emotive/alarmist words
and the judgement was that these created panic, then use evidence from the tallies. Some
media agencies are less objective and thus the tallies for the use of such language will be
higher, and thus a conclusion can be drawn about the role of the media in the creation of
and/or sharing of public knowledge.
–– Three judgements were discussed in separate PEEL paragraphs
–– Avoid using subjective language, e.g., use of pronouns such as I, we, you, my, our etc.
–– Avoid using etc. Write the examples out in full or just stop the sentence before etc.
–– To Examine means that a comparison of effectiveness is needed. In this case, compare the
effectiveness of the media sources used.
–– Course concepts were applied/ integrated/used throughout the response.
Other:

Journal of the Society and Culture Association

41

CultureScope – Volume 122, 2021

SOCIAL & CULTURAL WORLD ASSESSMENT TASK

Student sample of an Introduction

Student samples of Sections of PEEEEEL Paragraphs:
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An example of effective integration of course concepts
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An example of a Conclusion

Results from student Google survey for self-reflection and to inform future practice,
as well as to evaluate the usefulness of the task:
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A sample of their reasons why they chose this rank:

The usefulness of the task…
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