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Putting the PIP Puzzle together:  
Research Methods 
 
Ms Lucy Macken, Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College 
 
 
 

Instructions for solving the puzzle 
 

 
 
Source: HSC Society and Culture Marking Guidelines- Personal Interest Project 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/2009-marking-guidelines-society-and-culture-pip.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Source: McCrindle (2016) 

https://mccrindle.myportfolio.
com/mccrindle-christmas 
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The process of research 
 
Diagrammatical representation of the process of research 
1. Decide on the topic to research 

¯ 

• Curiosity 
• Own interest 
• Prior research 
• Topic may be given, eg school assignment 

2. Develop a focus question 
or hypothesis 

¯ 
• Narrow or broaden the question 
• What is known or needs to be known? 
• Develop sub-questions in logical order so research can 

develop in a coherent way 
Note: The topic question or hypothesis may need to be further 
refined during the course of the research process. 

3. Gather background information 

¯ 

• Reference books 
• Internet articles 
• Experts  

4. Design the research 

¯ 

• Choose the research methods that best support 
finding answers to the research question(s) – different 
sub-questions may require different research methods, 
eg secondary research and questionnaire 

• Choose appropriate samples of the population 
(who, how many, etc) and plan how to access them 

5. Develop the research methods to be 
used 

¯ 

• Questionnaire(s) 
• Interview questions, etc 

6. Apply the research methods 
ethically  

¯ 

• Ethical research practices are especially important during 
this stage of the process 

7. Compile and organise 
collected information 
so that it is manageable 

¯ 

• Primary data responses to questionnaire(s), interview 
questions, data from content analysis, etc 

• Secondary information 

8. Analyse, synthesise and interpret 
the findings 

¯ 

• Develop new theories or suggestions depending on the 
nature of the topic 

9. Write up the conclusions in an 
appropriate format, considering the 
audience for the final product 

¯ 

• Include findings, analysis and conclusions 
• Include recommendations or implications 
• Include complete reference list 

10. Check the final product for editing 
or typing mistakes and ensure that 
all bibliographical information is 
included and correct 

• The writing-up process may take two or more drafts before 
the researcher is satisfied with the final product.  

• Careful editing of language and construction is important 
so that the researcher’s conclusions are made clear. Even 
if the report is delivered in an oral format, the writing-up 
process is necessary. 

 
Source: Society and Culture Syllabus (2013) 
https://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/society-culture-st6-syl-from2015.pdf 
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Beginning the process of research 
 

Decide on the topic to 
research  

Develop a focus question or 
hypothesis  

Gather background 
information  

• Curiosity  
• Own interest  
• Prior research  
• Idea about something 
 
 
 

• Narrow or broaden the 
focus   

• What is known? 
• What needs to be known?  
• Develop sub-questions in 

logical order so research 
develops coherently 

• Create statement that can 
be explored   

 
Note: The topic question or 
hypothesis may need to be 
further refined during the 
course of the research process.  
 

• Online academic journal 
and news articles  

• Textbooks  
• Discussions with experts 
• Let your research question 

and sub-questions guide 
your research and refine 
them as you learn more 
about your topic. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The process of research applied in Louise’s PIP 
 

Decide on the topic to 
research 

Develop a focus question or 
hypothesis 

Gather background 
information 

• The evolution of social 
activism 

 
• The role of modernisation 

and globalisation in 
changes seen in social 
activism  

 
• Continuities over time in 

social activism  

• Hypothesis: social activism 
is an institutional marker of 
social change, and thus a 
product of its context 

 
• Sub question 1: What is the 

function and purpose of 
social activism in society? 
 

• Sub question 2: How are 
technological advancements 
shaping methods for 
engaging with activism  
 

• Sub question 3: What is the 
future of social activism?  

• Brian Martin, The 
Encyclopaedia of Activism 
and Social Justice, Gary L. 
Anderson and Kathryn G. 
Herr, Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Sage 2007 

• Bo Kovitz, From protest to 
social media: how student 
activism has changed, The 
Daily Californian, 19 
August 2014 

• Malcolm Gladwell, ‘Small 
Change- Why the 
revolution will not be 
tweeted’, Annals of 
Innovation, October 4 
2010 
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The process of research - your turn!  
 

Decide on the topic to 
research 

Develop a focus question or 
hypothesis 

Gather background 
information 
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Design the research 

 
• Choose the research methods that best support finding answers to the research 

question(s) – different sub-questions may require different combinations of research 
methods, eg secondary research and questionnaire  

 
• For example, background reading and information gathering would require the method 

of secondary research. Gathering information from a section of the population could 
require a questionnaire, whereas researching how many times a gender-specific sporting 
event is covered by the mass media would require the method of content analysis.  

 
• Choose appropriate samples of the population (who, how many, etc) and plan how to 

access them 
 

 
 

Research Methods Continuum 
 

 

  
 
 
Remember: research methods exist on a continuum from quantitative to qualitative – that is, from methods 
that easily measure and quantify data to those that collect detailed and rich, but less measurable data. Many 
methods contain both quantitative and qualitative elements. 


