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8:15 - 8:45 Registration

8:45 - 9:00 Welcome & Introduction

9:00 - 9:45
The media and critical discernment
Gen Hickey

9:45 - 10:30
Researching ethically and effectively
Tara Clare

10:30 - 11:15
Impact of globalisation, technologies and rapid change
Louise Dark

11:15 - 11:45 Morning Tea

11:45 - 12:30
Critical engagement with social issues
Kendra Bruseker

12:30 - 1:15
Unpacking the PIP (A-E)
Emily Aitken

1:15 - 2:00 Lunch

2:00 - 2:45
Writing for success in the PIP
Maxine Johnson

2:45 - 3:30
All about the PIP and Plenary
This session includes an overview of administration
requirements and time for Q&A

Sociocultural literacy: 
The Ultimate Success Criteria

Oxford I & II at Rydges Sydney Central
November 25th 2022

PLEASE
EVALUATE THIS

COURSE
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Session 1: 
The media and

critical
discernment

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

9:00 - 9:45

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:
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M E D I A
EVALUATING

C CURRENCY

THE TIMELINESS OF THE
INFORMATION

R RELEVANCE

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
INFORMATION FOR YOUR

NEEDS

A AUTHORITY

THE SOURCE OF THE
INFORMATION

A ACCURACY

THE RELIABILITY,  OR
CORRECTNESS OF THE

INFORMATION

P PURPOSE

THE REASON THE
INFORMATION EXISTS

ONE WAY OF BECOMING MORE CRITICALLY DISCERNING OF THE MEDIA
YOU ANALYSE FOR YOUR PIP OR TASKS, IS IT TO ASK THE QUESTION, 

IS IT CRAAP?

DEVELOPED FROM MERIAM LIBRARY CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
G.HICKEY
2022

when was the source published?
has the information been
updated or l ink to an update?
are the l inks sti l l  functioning?
does your topic require the most
current information?

Locate the publish date:

does it  directly relate to your
topic or at least one key idea?
who is the intended audience?
are there similar ,  more credible
sources or is  this the best one?
is it  appropriate to cite this
source in your PIP or task?

what are the authors
credentials? 
are they qualif ied to write on
this particular topic?
is there contact information e.g
an email  address or publisher?

Locate the author:

is  the information consistently
supported by evidence?
is the source peer reviewed?
is there a reference l ist?
does the language or tone seem
unbiased and free from emotion?
are they any typographical errors?

is  the purpose to inform,
persuade, entertain or sel l?
is the information fact,  opinion,
satire or propaganda?
are there polit ical ,  cultural ,
rel igious or personal biases?
is the overall  purpose clear?
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Gen Hickey
SCANSW 2022

Hornsby Girls High School

Social and Cultural Literacy Expression Diaries

How it works:
● Instruct a full lesson on Social and Cultural Literacy which includes what it is, how to

identify it, how to demonstrate it, discuss its role in the PIP and in the greater course
as well as any number of activities to consolidate it

● Hand out a notebook to each student in the class (I bought mine from Officeworks
for 30c each)

● On the front page, instruct students to title their notebook ‘Social and Cultural
Literacy Expression Diary’

● Instruct students to write down (or glue in) the Social and Cultural literacy
characteristics list from the syllabus 

● Start with providing a stimulus (we did the Israel Folau story which was the hot topic
at the time) and encourage students to write down anything they want to write
about it. The only requirement was that they could make links to course content
where possible and include as many course concepts as they could. They could
compose a poem, respond to a particular news article, share their personal opinion
on an aspect of the story (for example, religion) or write a dot point summary of
their views. They were encouraged to express their opinion, whatever it may be, and
would never be told it was incorrect or be forced to share their views with the class.

● On completing their entry, students had 2 options for me to check their work.
a. place the diary in a cupboard in my classroom which would be unlocked

during the lesson, then locked afterwards
b. show me the diary so I could flick through to make sure they had done the

work without reading the entire entry (no students ever elected this option,
but I felt it was important to include for more reserved students)

● Students will then reflect in their diaries consistently throughout the year. They
were encouraged to write based on the stimulus I provided or from anything they
saw or heard about on social media, podcasts, magazines or the news

● I provided stimulus through Google Classroom. Set up a topic called ‘Concepts in the
News’ and anytime I read an article, or saw something on Facebook, I would upload
it and list the concepts covered 

● I read their emotional entries often with tears in my eyes. I was able to gain a
particularly micro perspective of each individual in my class, which otherwise would
not have been explored. No mark was awarded to an entry, I just made a comment. 
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G.Hickey

2020

The Israel Folau Story & Personal/Social Identity

Syllabus links – Identity

● Factors of Socialisation

● The influence of beliefs on the development of identity

● Rights and Responsibilities

● Concepts: Persons, identity, interaction between media and authority

Background:

Read the background to understand the context of the story.

Israel Folau is a professional Australian rugby union player, who has played at state and national level for

many years. He is a fundamentalist Christian and credits his athletic success to his relationship with God.

Following allegations of homophobic sledging from a fellow player, in March, 2015, Folau told ABC radio

that there was no room for homophobia in the game. In 2017, following the national postal survey on

same-sex marriage in Australia, Folau took to social media to express that he “will not support gay

marriage” based on his religious beliefs. In April 2018, when a follower of his Instagram account asked him

what God's "plan for homosexuals" was, and Folau replied: "Hell... unless they repent of their sins and turn

to God", which caused wide spread controversy. He responded by saying "it has been suggested that I am

homophobic and bigoted and that I have a problem with gay people. This could not be further from the

truth.” Following the negative attention Folau’s views on social media were causing, a presentative from

Rugby Australia expressed to him, that he was permitted to have religious views but he needs to be “more

careful” about expressing them. In April, 2019, Folau once again took to Social Media to express his

religious views, however, it could not be ignored by Rugby Australia again. Folau’s contract with Rugby

Australia contained a clause to obey the code of conduct, and he could potentially be terminated in that he

failed to obey a direction from his employer.

Since the 10th of April 2019, Folau has been caught up in a whirlwind media controversy. Below is the

sequence of events. You will need to read the whole story. Try to put aside your own views or views you

have heard from your family/peers etc in order to make your own judgement.

Apply your knowledge:

Your activity is to form a judgement based on the full story and record it in your social and cultural literacy

expression diaries. Your informed judgement should reflect the unit we are currently studying i.e. you need

to use the course concepts and make relevant links to the syllabus content above. You should write 1 page

minimum and incorporate examples from the sources below or your own. Remember there is no wrong or

right opinion here, you are connecting current issues in the media to the development of personal and social

identity.
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G.Hickey

2020

1. The original post

2. Israel Folau committed 'high level' breach of contract, hearing finds

Israel Folau committed 'high level' breach of contract, hearing finds

3. Israel Folau to be sacked by Rugby Australia over homophobic comments

Israel Folau to be sacked by Rugby Australia over homophobic comments - ABC News

4. Israel Folau Has Been Sacked For Posting On Instagram That Gay People Will Go To Hell

Israel Folau Has Been Sacked For Posting On Instagram That Gay People Will Go To Hell

5. Israel Folau to take Rugby Australia to Fair Work Commission over contract termination

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-06/israel-folau-sues-rugby-australia-for-breach-of-contract/

11185064 6

6. Israel Folau: Dumped Wallabies star speaks out after launching crowdfunding appeal

Israel Folau: Dumped Wallabies star speaks out after launching crowdfunding appeal

7. Folau GoFundMe appeal shut down by crowdfunding site

Folau GoFundMe appeal shut down by crowdfunding site

8. New Folau Fundraising site set up by ACL with a $100,000 boost

New Folau fundraising site set up by ACL, with a $100,000 boost - Eternity News
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https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2019/may/07/israel-folaus-rugby-australia-code-of-conduct-likely-to-run-into-fourth-day
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-04-11/israel-folau-set-to-be-sacked-by-rugby-australia/10993856
https://www.buzzfeed.com/lanesainty/israel-folau-sacked-instagram-post
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-06/israel-folau-sues-rugby-australia-for-breach-of-contract/11185064%206
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-06/israel-folau-sues-rugby-australia-for-breach-of-contract/11185064%206
https://thenewdaily.com.au/sport/union/2019/06/21/israel-folau-wallabies-gofundme-campaign-instagram-post/
https://www.smh.com.au/sport/rugby-union/folau-gofundme-appeal-shut-down-by-crowdfunding-site-20190624-p520nh.html
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/australia/new-folau-fundraising-site-set-up-by-acl-with-a-100000-boost/
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Session 2: 
Researching
ethically &
efffectively

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

9:45- 10:30

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:
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Researching 
ethically and 
effectively
Where sociocultural literacy comes to life!

Tara Claire
Barrenjoey High School

What will we cover?

What?
What is sociocultural 

literacy, and our 
responsibility as 

teachers?

How?
Practical ways to embed 

intentional 
development of student 

sociocultural literacy

Where?
Where does this 
logically within 

research methods in 
Year 11 and Year 12?

“Society and 
Culture made 
me a better 
person.”

Molly, 2021
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Sociocultural Literacy
“Social and cultural literacy refers to the idea 
that people should possess a body of 
knowledge, understanding and skills that allows 
them to share, communicate effectively, and 
respect themselves and others.”

Society and Culture Syllabus, p.13

Including being 
ethical
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Sociocultural Literacy

“Social and cultural literacy refers to the idea that 

people should possess a body of knowledge, 

understanding and skills that allows them to share, 

communicate effectively, and respect themselves 

and others.”

Society and Culture Syllabus, p.13

Create a climate where 
students can reflect and 
share without 
judgement

Developing Student Capacity

Self-reflection

Find where 
they’re at and 

meet them there

Syllabus p.25
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Create a climate where 
students can reflect 
without judgement

Developing Student Capacity

Self-reflectionSelf-reflection

Build outrage
Allow students to share 
their attitudes to social 
issues using the 
language of the course
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What impact do you think 
this would have on a 

micro, meso and macro 
level?

What is the perspective 
offered? Can you think of 
who isn’t being heard in 
this headline? Why not?

What are the beliefs and 
values that are impacting 

the behaviour here?

Take on the perspective 
of someone in the issue. 

Explain their 
perspective.

If someone in your micro 
world expressed these 

attitudes, what would be 
your reaction?

What values and beliefs 
of your own culture are 

shaping your attitudes to 
this?
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Application in Prelim Course
Social and Cultural World - Looking in/Looking out

Application in HSC Course
Social and Cultural Continuity and Change - Focus Study 

Create a climate where 
students can reflect without 
judgement

Developing Student Capacity

Self-reflection

Build outrage
Allow students to share their 
attitudes to social issues using 
the language of the course

Research methods
Help students connect appropriate 
research methods to contemporary 
issues with an ethical perspective.
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How can we best support 
development of social and 
cultural literacy within 
the context of the PIP?

In practice, ethical research means that:

● any prospective research participants must be fully informed about 

the procedures and any possible risks involved in the research, and 

must give their consent to participate

● participants are not put in awkward situations or asked to talk 

about sensitive topics that may make them feel uncomfortable

● the ethical researcher is open and honest with participants about 

the topic and scope of the project and the nature of the 

participation or information expected from them

● the protection of participants’ rights to confidentiality and privacy 

is ensured

● the researcher anticipates any negative effects on the research 

participants (including the researcher), such as personal danger, 

police intervention, social embarrassment or harassment – the 

researcher needs to prevent these

● the researcher is mindful of the special needs of any vulnerable 

groups, such as children

● there is nothing covert associated with the research. 
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In practice, ethical research means that:

● any prospective research participants must be fully informed about 

the procedures and any possible risks involved in the research, and 

must give their consent to participate

● participants are not put in awkward situations or asked to talk 

about sensitive topics that may make them feel uncomfortable

● the ethical researcher is open and honest with participants about 

the topic and scope of the project and the nature of the 

participation or information expected from them

● the protection of participants’ rights to confidentiality and privacy 

is ensured

● the researcher anticipates any negative effects on the research 

participants (including the researcher), such as personal danger, 

police intervention, social embarrassment or harassment – the 

researcher needs to prevent these

● the researcher is mindful of the special needs of any vulnerable 

groups, such as children

● there is nothing covert associated with the research. 

Students

Students

Students

Teachers

Students’

Teacher

Student

Teacher & student

Are there issues of 
discrimination or prejuidice? 

What are the different beliefs 
and values around this topic?

Does the media represent this in 
different ways with various 

perspectives?

How will you avoid making 
judgements about another group’s 

practices and values?

Who can you talk to about this topic? Is 
there an expert in the field?

What personal experience do you have 
in this topic? How might this impact 

your attitudes while researching?

Support with ‘stubborn’ students

School Home
Colleagues

Head Teacher

Principal

School 
Counsellor

Transparency 
and support 

from parents

External
Society and 

Culture 
Association

Dear Pippa
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A socially and culturally literate person
demonstrates the following characteristics: Some things for me to reflect on:

Has a sense of personal, social and cultural
identity and understands that culture
underpins one’s behaviour, beliefs and values

Do I know the difference between behaviour, values and
values?
Can I think of an example of how a different cultural group
to me has a different belief about an issue?

Is interested in, observes and asks questions
about the micro, meso and macro levels of
society

Am I part of clubs or groups, and do I consider their role in
my life and wider society? Do I question the role of
governments and media in society?
Do I ever find myself thinking about my role in my
friendship group or family, and how our relationships
impact each other?

Empathises with and appreciates the diverse
beliefs and values of different societies and
cultures

Can I give an example of a time I didn’t agree with
someone but understood how they came to hold their
perspective?
Am I considering the complexities of an issue from
someone else’s perspective?

Researches effectively and ethically, showing
critical discernment towards information and
the media

Can I give an example of how different issues are
represented differently by different media organisations
and the impact this might have?
Do I understand bias and perspective in the media? Do I
engage with a broad range of news?

Communicates effectively with individuals
and groups and works cooperatively in a
cross-cultural setting

Am I able to change my communication style when
conversing with people who are different to me?
Can I give 5 examples of how I could do this?

Applies skills to achieve social inclusion and is
aware of the issues of discrimination and
prejudice

Can I give 2 examples of discrimination or prejudice
happening in the world today?
How do these impact individuals and groups?

Avoids making judgements of another
culture’s practices using the values of his or
her own culture

When I see traditions from other cultures, what is my
immediate reaction?
Am I looking at this with an ethnocentric view?

Has a sense of social responsibility and
displays active citizenship by engaging
critically with social issues, and takes
considered action for the welfare, dignity,
social justice and human rights of others at
the local, national and global levels

What are the 3 biggest issues in my school and local
community at the moment?
Can I explain to someone how they can make a positive
impact in the world? Am I trying to achieve this myself,
and if so, how and who will it impact?

Is aware of, and sensitive to, major national
and global issues such as poverty, disease and
conflict, including armed conflict

Can I list 5 major events happening in Australia right now?
Can I outline 5 global issues occurring at the moment, and
how they are impacting people and groups?

Considers the impact of globalisation,
technologies and rapid change, as well as
continuity and its implications for the future

Name one example of a social issue that was driven by
technology.
What changes have you noticed in your lifetime that can
be explained by development in technologies?
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Questionnaire Interview Content Analysis

Focus Group Secondary Research Observation

Discussions should be moderated
to ensure all participants feel safe

to contribute their ideas.

Sources should be acknowledged
and correctly referenced.

Must ask for permission prior to
recording for transcript purposes

or quoting later on in your
research.

Respondents who complete this
method should not be entirely

decided by the researcher so as to
avoid sample bias.

Questions should be written and
piloted to ensure they are not

leading or biased.

Ensuring responses are
anonymous.

Data should be included even if it
contradicts your hypothesis.

Data recorded should aim to avoid
any bias.

Sources should be considered
across a range of publications to
consider a variety of perspectives

and to avoid bias.

The researcher should justify their
choice of sample in this method,
ensuring they can explain why

they chose these sources and are
aware of selection bias.

Consent must be agreed upon by
all parties, and confidentiality
should be acknowledged as a

group at the beginning.

Unless consent has been given,
this method should only be

conducted in public situations.

Questionnaire Interview Content Analysis

Focus Group Secondary Research Observation

Discussions should be moderated
to ensure all participants feel safe

to contribute their ideas.

Sources should be acknowledged
and correctly referenced.

Must ask for permission prior to
recording for transcript purposes

or quoting later on in your
research.

Respondents who complete this
method should not be entirely

decided by the researcher so as to
avoid sample bias.

Questions should be written and
piloted to ensure they are not

leading or biased.

Ensuring responses are
anonymous.

Data should be included even if it
contradicts your hypothesis.

Data recorded should aim to avoid
any bias.

Sources should be considered
across a range of publications to
consider a variety of perspectives

and to avoid bias.

The researcher should justify their
choice of sample in this method,
ensuring they can explain why

they chose these sources and are
aware of selection bias.

Consent must be agreed upon by
all parties, and confidentiality
should be acknowledged as a

group at the beginning.

Unless consent has been given,
this method should only be

conducted in public situations.
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Are there issues of 
discrimination or prejuidice? 

What are the different beliefs 
and values around this topic?

Does the media represent this in 
different ways with various 

perspectives?

How will you avoid making 
judgements about another group’s 

practices and values?

Who can you talk to about this topic? Is 
there an expert in the field?

What personal experience do you have 
in this topic? How might this impact 

your attitudes while researching?
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Session 3: 
Impact of

globalisation,
technologies and

rapid change

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

10:30- 11:15

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:

@SCANSW NOV 2022          23



technologies, globalisation and rapid 
change

GLOSSARY SYLLABUS APPL ICATION

SOCIOCULTURAL 
LITERACY
The ultimate success criteria 

Considers the impact of globalisation,

technologies and rapid change, as well as

continuity and its implications for the future

GLOSSARY

UNPACKING KEY TERMS 
AND CONCEPTS

Considers the impact of 
globalisation, 
technologies and rapid 
change, as well as 
continuity and its 
implications for the 
future 

A process of integration and
the sharing of goods, capital,
services, knowledge, leisure,
sport, ideas and culture
between countries. It has
been brought about by
improved technologies.
Globalisation is evidenced in
the emergence of global
patterns of consumption and
consumerism; the growth of
transnational corporations;
the emergence of global
sport; the spread of world
tourism; and the growth of
global military and economic
systems. Globalisation has
created a consciousness of
the world as a single place.

The tools that we use to
assist our interactions in
society. Technologies can
be referred to as innovation
and can initiate change to
micro, meso and macro
operations in society. The
value placed on
technologies at any level of
society influences the rate
of change to society and
culture. Technologies are
constantly changing and
adapting and their impacts
vary over time.

GLOSSARY

UNPACKING KEY TERMS 
AND CONCEPTS

Considers the impact of 
globalisation, 
technologies and rapid 
change, as well as 
continuity and its 
implications for the 
future 

The alteration or
modification of cultural
elements in a society.
Change to society can
occur at the micro,
meso and macro levels.
It can be brought about
by modernisation
processes, including
technological
innovation. This force
results in an alteration
to culture.

The persistence or
consistent existence
of cultural elements
in a society across
time. Continuity can
also be referred to as
the maintenance of
the traditions and
social structures that
bring stability to a
society.
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technologies, globalisation and rapid 
change

CONTEMPORARY 
CONTEXT

IN THE SYLLABUS

assess the impact of technologies,

including communication technologies,

on individuals, groups and institutions.

INTERCULTURAL  
COMMUNICATION

CORE

DEPTH  STUDIES

ADDIT IONAL CONCEPT!

Y
E
A
R
 1
1

INTERACTIVE  CASE  STUDY

THE 
SOCIOCULTURAL 
WORLD 

Australia’s national identity

Interaction of media and technology

Role of text messages (Professor Greg Noble)

Poll results – did you receive a text?

INTERCULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION

the impact of changing communication technologies on: 
• intra‐generational  interaction
• language usage
• cross‐generational interaction
• social interaction
• cross‐cultural interaction
• globalisation. 

YEAR 11

the individual’s rights and responsibilities in relation to communication, 
communication technologies and citizenship 
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technologies, globalisation and rapid 
change

THE DEAF COMMUNITY

THE GREAT HACK

INTERCULTURAL 
COMMUNICATION

• Communication, technology and social

control

• Looking in, Looking out

YEAR 11

YEAR 11 

FORMATIVE TASK

Review the following articles:
https://www.itpro.co.uk/strategy/26445/ho
w‐technology‐is‐helping‐the‐deaf‐and‐hard‐
of‐hearingLinks to an external site.
https://www.lifeprint.com/asl101/topics/te
chnological‐advancements‐effect‐deaf‐
culture.htmLinks to an external site.
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archiv
e/2014/05/how‐technology‐could‐threaten‐
deaf‐identity/361604/ Links to an external 
site.
And then answer the following exam style 
question
Assess the impact of changing 
communication technologies on the deaf 
community

TALKING  ABOUT  A  REVOLUTION  

#iranwomen
#MahasaAmini
#whitewednesday
#Arabspring
#Metoo
#Occupy  
#BLM
#SchoolstrikesforClimate

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
CONTINUITY AND CHANGE
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technologies, globalisation and rapid 
change

PBS: How online social movements translate to offline results 

https://www.scoop.it/

SCOOPIT! 

TECHNOLOGY AND THE THEORIES

CONFLICT EVOLUTIONARY FUNCTIONALIST INTERACTIONIST
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technologies, globalisation and rapid 
change

POPULAR  CULTURE

CORE

IM
P
A
C
T
 A
N
D
 I
M
P
L
IC
A
T
IO

N
S
 

the impact of technologies and globalisation on continuity and

change

IMPACT AND 
IMPLICATIONS 

How has access to technologies impacted

on the rate and direction of change?

predict the importance of technologies to

the country studied.

THE FUTURES CONE

experiences global acceptance with the

progression and integration of technologies

how globalisation and technologies have

influenced consumption

BELIEFS  AND   IDEOLOGIES

SOCIAL INCLUSION  AND  EXCLUSION

access to technology as an SVR

emerging social exclusion resulting from limited access to

modern technologies and communications, and its

implications.
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#technologyandgender 
• Choose from ONE of the following topics related to the interaction of 

technology and gender.  
 

o #likeagirl 
o #2amillioncampaign 
o #whereismyname 
o #redrawthebalance  
o #mansplaining 
o #redefinemasculinity  

 
• Complete the following questions (all that can be applied) using your # 
• Prepare a one-page fact sheet with images, screenshots of # comments and 

information related to your # 
  
1. Research the meaning behind the chosen # 
2. How popular or influential do you think your chosen # has been?  
3. What are some of the changes that may occur as a result of this #? 
4. Can you identify any catalysts (reasons/causes) for these changes? 
5. Which changes are positive and which are negative? Justify your response 
6. Can you identify any continuity within your chosen #? 
7. Can you link this # to any of the ‘i-sations’? 
8. Can you apply a theory of 

social change to this #?  
9. What are the main SAC 

concepts that apply to 
this #? 
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Theories of Social Change 

Theories of social change try to explain the ways in which society has changed since the introduction of 
industrialisation. Industrialisation led to many people beginning to leave the home to work in factories as a source of 
employment. There are four main theories that try to explain how society changed during this time: Sociocultural 
Evolutionary theory, Functionalism, Conflict theory and Interactionist theory (aka Symbolic Interactionist theory). 

• Sociocultural Evolutionary Theory (Charles Darwin) 

This theory suggests that society develops in a steady manner. It makes the assumption that early societies were 
very simplistic and as time has progressed, societies have become increasingly complex. This theory perceives all 
change as progress and having a positive effect on societies and cultures. 

Way to remember this theory – Think of a timeline. It’s a straight line that shows how the world or societies have 
changed. It’s a simplistic way of demonstrating development; early societies were simple while modern societies are 
becoming increasingly complex. 

• Functionalism/Functionalist Theory (Talcott Parsons/Emile Durkheim) 

This theory sees society as having different parts and each part serves a function. Some examples of these parts are: 
education system, hospitals, governments and court system. For a society to function properly, each of these parts 
must work harmoniously with each other. Social change occurs when there are internal pressures (caused by people 
– i.e. Recession, terrorism) or external pressures (caused by natural environment – ie. Storms, earthquakes, 
tsunamis) on a society. This theory is limited because it does not acknowledge conflict as forcing social change.  

Way to remember this theory – Imagine a car. A car needs all of its parts to function properly in order to move 
forward. A car is unable to function properly if the engine breaks down, or if the tyres are flat. The same can be said 
of society. If parts of society begin breaking down (like law and order) then society is not harmonious. 

• Conflict Theory (Karl Marx) 

It is based on the idea that social change occurs because of inequalities in society. These inequalities cause conflict 
between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’ (i.e. Those with wealth and power and those without wealth and power). 
Social change occurs when those people without power challenge the existing social organisation. Therefore, the 
trigger for the conflict is social class. Marx saw this theory as a conflict between the ‘Bourgeoisie’ (those that own 
the means of production) and the ‘Proletariat’ (those that provide the labour for the production). The weakness of 
this theory is that it relies too much on conflict as the major catalyst for change. 

Way to remember this theory – It is called conflict theory so try to imagine a conflict between the rich and the poor 
where the poor challenge the authority of the people in power (the rich). 

• Interactionist Theory/Symbolic Interaction Theory (George H. Mead/Charles Cooley) 

This theory of social change differs from the others as it is a theory based on the micro level. It is a theory that 
explains how society is shaped through the social interactions of people. These theorists believe that society results 
from the everyday interactions and experiences of individuals. The term ‘symbol’ is used a lot in this theory as 
people behave based on symbolic meanings they find within any given situation. Even though this theory doesn’t 
explain macro social change, these social interactions can develop into broader social structures and institutions. 
Think of the behaviour and social interaction at church, there are many rules and customs to abide by and the 
repetition of this has led to the institution of church/religion.  

Way to remember this theory – Imagine if we all looked out the window at the same time, we may all see the same 
things going on but we will interpret them differently. In doing so, we are using the ideas our society has given us 
through socialisation, education, social interaction and the media to create ideas of how life exists around us. 
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Theory 
Author 

Feature 
Feature 

Criticism
 

Term
s 

Agent  
Direction 

Application 

Conflict 
Karl M

arx 
(1818 – 1883) 
M

ax W
eber 

(1816 – 1920) 
 

Social 
structures 

evolve 
out 

of 
com

petition  
Social 

inequality 
leads to conflict 

Control 
is 

m
aintained 

to 
suit the interests 
of the group in 
pow

er 

Has issues w
hen 

accounting for 
gradual changes 
or peaceful 
settlem

ents  

Revolt 
Revolution 
U

pheaval 
Proletariat 
Bourgeoise 
Boiling point  

“the 
engine 

of 
progress 

is 
conflict.” 
“revolution 

is 
unavoidable”. 

Dialectical 
 

French 
Revolution 
 Stonew

all Riots  
 Suffragette 
m

ovem
ent  

Evolutionary 
Charles Darw

in 
(1809-1882) 
 Herbert Spencer 
(1820 – 1903)  
 

Societies 
develop 

from
 

basic 
hunter 

gatherer 
structures 

to com
plex industrial 

m
odels 

 

Rate 
of 

change 
tends 

to 
be 

gradual  
 All 

change 
is 

progress  

U
sed to support 

justifications for 
colonialization 
 Assum

es 
w

esternisation 
and 
industrialisation 
is inherently 
positive  

Increm
ental 

Survival 
of 

the 
fittest  
Com

plex  
Sm

all- scale 
Post- industrial  

Technological 
developm

ent  
U

nilinear 
  

M
ultilinear  

U
rbanisation  

Globalisation  

Functionalist 
Em

ile Durkheim
  

(1858-1917)  
 Talcott Parsons 
(1902-1972)  
  

Change 
is 

gradual 
and occurs w

hen new
 

institutions arise, or 
old institutions fail. 

Existing 
institutions alter 
to 

com
pensate 

for 
changes 

in 
structure 

Does not account 
for sudden 
change  
 Does not apply to 
individuals 
 Assum

es change 
is progress  

Interdependent 
Stability 
Institution(s) 
Latent 
M

anifest  
Equilibrium

 
Balance  

The 
needs 

of 
society 

are 
identified 

and 
these 

determ
ine 

how
 

the 
institutional parts 
go 

about 
satisfying 

those 
needs. 
 

Linear  

   

N
uclear fam

ily 
Fam

ily unit  
 Schooling  
   

Interactionist  
George H. M

ead 
(1863-1931) 
Herbert 

George 
Bulm

er 
(1900-1987)  
  

An individual’s 
behaviour 

is 
conditioned 

by 
the 

social context of that 
behaviour 

An 
individual’s 

actions 
are 

based 
on 

their 
interpretation of 
the w

orld  

Tends to only 
account for 
change at a 
m

icro level  
 Ignores the 
influence of 
social forces and 
institutions  

Social context 
Perspective  
M

icro  
Individual 
Interpretation 
M

eaning  
 

social reality is a 
construction 

by 
people 

rather 
than by external 
forces.  
Social 

behaviour 
creates 

social 
change  

M
ultilinear  

  

Political 
beliefs/political 
roles  
 Concepts of 
m

asculinity and 
fem

ininity  
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 FACTORS TO CONSIDER  

S 
• Ethnicity 
• Religion 
• Demography  
• Education 
• Gender 
• Autonomy  
• Freedom 

T 
• Inventions 
• Innovations 

Technology causes change in 3 ways:  
• Increases alternatives to society, 

creating new opportunities 
• Alters interaction among people, thereby changing the structure 

of groups 
• Creates new problems such as issues of privacy, internet 

frustrations etc. 

E 
• Climate change 
• Urbanisation 
• Desertification 
• Natural Disasters 
• Resource Use  
• Sustainability 

E 
• Cycles 
• Growth and Decline 
• Industry 
• Income and Employment 

P 
• Colonialism 
• World Order 
• Political Ideology 
• Domestic Policies 
• Bureaucratisation 
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Session 4: 
Critical

engagement with
social issues

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

11:45- 12:30

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:
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Kendra Bruseker
Oakhill College

Critical Engagement with Social Issues

Do Now:
● Do Now is an activity at the start of a class to instantly get students in

the correct mindset for learning or in the middle of class to have
students check their understanding.

● It is commonly brief, usually not longer than 5 or 10 minutes.

● This activity is most successful when it becomes a routine in your class.

Introductory Developing Developed

▧ 1-2 sentence outline
▧ Link to 2 course

concepts
(fundamental/
additional)

▧ Outline (sketch in
general terms) the link
between the source
and the concept(s)

▧ 1-2 sentence outline
▧ Link to 2 course

concepts (F/A/R)
▧ Link to 1 syllabus

point in current topic
▧ Outline the link

between the source
and the
concept(s)/syllabus

▧ 1-2 sentence outline
▧ Link to course

concepts (Related)
▧ Link any syllabus

point in the course
▧ Outline the link

between the source
and the
concept(s)/syllabus

Question Quadrants:

Question quadrants support students in eliciting and
generating meaningful and purposeful questions that
promote social and cultural literacy. They:

● Provide a structure to guide question
categorisation and development

● Support students to develop their questioning
skills and encourage them to ask di�erent types
of questions

● Developed in 2006 by Phillip Cam
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Do Now - Contemporary Events
Source:

1-2 Sentence Outline Link to TWO (2) course concepts
(F/A/R)

Link to ONE (1) Syllabus Point
● In current topic
● Within course

Explain/Describe the link between the source and the concept(s)/syllabus:
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Session 5: 
Unpacking the PIP

(A-E)

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

12:30- 1:15

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:

@SCANSW NOV 2022          37



The beauty of the PIP criteria is that it is a constant factor within the PIP process.
Regardless of diversity with classes and across the state, all students are judged based
against this constant. When you think of it that way, you come to realise that there really is
no mystery to the marking process, rather that everything you need to know about how
you students work might be judged is all contained within this document.

Our focus
o Understanding the PIP Marking Criteria
o Appreciating the challenges associated with understanding the criteria
o Build capacity in applying useful strategies for skill building in the PIP

Understanding ‘marking’ and confidentiality
1. Avoid becoming consumed with factors regarding marking out of

your control
2. Work within networks to engage people with marking/teaching

experience
3. Engage with the experts, committee to ask questions and seek

appropriate support

Appreciate your role – BOUNDARIES!
1. It’s not your PIP!
2. Feedback NOT marking
3. Asking questions NOT editing
4. Maintaining fair high expectations
5. Modelling & scaffolding to build student skill & agency

Tips for developing a better understanding of the criteria
❑ Interpreting the ‘characteristics’ at each level
❑ Creating your own benchmarks with past PIPs
❑ Reading and feeding back on PIPS holistically along with providing

feedback specifically
❑ Engaging students with the criteria
❑ Working through exemplars (but also seeing characteristics of PIPs at

all levels)
❑ The criteria is applied holistically
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❑ States issues and/or information
which relates to personal and/or
public knowledge

❑  
❑ Limited use of social and/or

cultural terms and/or concepts in
the Personal Interest Project

❑  
❑ Minimal reference to

cross-cultural perspectives and/or
continuity and/or change

❑  
❑ Presents a Personal Interest

Project that demonstrates limited
communication skills and, where
applicable, may include some use
of graphic forms

❑ PIP will most likely to be missing sections, have no
sections or be significantly under word count.

❑ Student may mention a social issue or some issue
personal to them of little social relevance eg a
personal interest almost exclusive to the micro level.
Students may mention something of social relevance
but with little accurate understanding of it.

❑ May use a few concepts poorly or inaccurately, or
none at all.

❑ May mention words related to continuity or change.
❑ Will often communicate very colloquially and may

jump between ideas or points with very little structure
or coherence. May include some images relevant or
irrelevant to their ideas.

❑ Will most likely present no or negligible evidence of
primary or secondary research conducted.

❑ Unlikely to have employed any referencing method.

❑ 1–8

❑
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▪ Presents some ideas, issues and/or
information which relates to    personal
and/or public knowledge

▪ Uses at least one social and cultural
research method in the Personal
Interest Project

▪ Attempts some judgement on the
usefulness, validity and/or bias of
information that contributed to the
Personal Interest Project

▪ Uses some social and/or cultural terms
and concepts within the Personal
Interest Project

▪ Refers to cross-cultural perspectives
and/or continuity and/or change

▪ Presents a Personal Interest Project
that demonstrates basic
communication skills and includes
some use of appropriate language
and, where applicable, some use of
graphic forms

▪ Student communicates some ideas related to
their personal world and/or public knowledge
briefly. May be under the word count or be
missing sections.

▪ Student communicated information related to
at least one method (data, an account of how
the method was conducted etc, findings).
Evidence of the method/s is very brief.

▪ Will make comments about usefulness,
validity and/or bias at any point through the
PIP but it may be brief, inaccurate or
irrelevant. Tries to judge!

▪ Some concepts and relevant language will be
used but not applied. May be fleeting or
brief.

▪ Comments about continuity and/or change
and/or a cross cultural perspective. May often
stand-alone within the writing.

▪ Writing is somewhat clear and organised and
may include relevant graphics/images..

9-16
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• Presents ideas, issues and/or
information relating some
personal and/or public
knowledge

• Uses social and cultural
research methods in the
Personal Interest Project

• Makes some judgements on
the usefulness, validity and/or
bias of information that
contributed to the Personal
Interest Project

• Uses social and cultural terms
and concepts within the
Personal Interest Project

• Includes cross-cultural
perspectives and continuity
and/or change

• Presents a structured Personal
Interest Project that
demonstrates  sound
communication, using
appropriate language and,
where applicable, graphic
forms

• Student presents own information and findings and at times it is
related to their personal knowledge and/or contemporary public
issues. Student goes beyond narrative. PIP is likely to meet word
count and contain all relevant sections. There is no real evidence
of integration or synthesis within their arguments; ideas are may
appear in ‘chunks’.

• There is evidence of at least 2 primary methods conducted;
student uses data and communicates findings, provides evidence
of how method were applied. Most likely, student will apply some
consistent form of referencing. Student may be likely to discuss
primary and secondary data in chunks rather than integrating
them.

• Student makes judgements about usefulness, validity and/or bias
though it will likely be brief or generalised.

• Student uses concepts and terms though they are not applied.
Student may: list concepts, rely on definitions, make errors, use
concepts inconsistently, rely on few concepts and term, miss
opportunities to apply concepts.

• Both cross cultural component AND continuity and/or change,
though it may be basic or lack consistency, is evident.

• Student communicates in a structured way; sections and chapters
have some organisation and are sound and coherent. Student uses
appropriate language for their topic and may integrate relevant
graphics.

• 17-24
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▪ Demonstrates synthesis of ideas,
issues and information relating
personal experience and public
knowledge

▪ Applies social and cultural research
methods to the Personal Interest
Project

▪ Makes appropriate judgements on
the usefulness, validity and bias of
information that contributed to the
Personal Interest Project

▪ Applies social and cultural terms
and concepts throughout the
Personal Interest Project

▪ Effectively addresses cross-cultural
perspectives and continuity and/or
change

▪ Presents a well-structured Personal
Interest Project that demonstrates
effective communication,
incorporating accurate and
appropriate language and, where
applicable, graphic forms

▪ Student forms arguments that are based on the
integration of their own personal experience and the
public knowledge gained through their primary and
secondary research. This however, may not be
consistent or sustained throughout the project.

▪ PIP demonstrates evidence of applied primary
methods (at least 2). Student uses data gleaned from
these to support ideas and arguments and shows
clear evidence that they were ethically conducted.
Student will most likely employ a referencing method
consistently. However, application of methods may
not always be consistent or most effective throughout
the project.

▪ Student makes judgements about usefulness, validity
and bias regarding information and their methods
which is accurate but may not be consistent or always
effective across the project.

▪ Continuity/change and the cross cultural component
is clearly addressed though not consistently across
the project

▪ Student communicates clearly and in a well structured
fashion throughout the sections and holistically.
Student makes effective use of graphics to further
communicate

▪ 25-32
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▪ Demonstrates thorough and sustained
synthesis of relevant ideas, issues and
information relating personal
experience and public knowledge

▪ Effectively applies social and cultural
research methods to the Personal
Interest Project

▪  Makes informed judgements on the
usefulness, validity and bias of
information that contributed to the
Personal Interest Project

▪  Effectively applies and integrates
social and cultural terms and concepts
throughout the Personal Interest
Project

▪  Comprehensively addresses
cross-cultural perspectives and
continuity and/or change

▪  Presents a clear, coherent and
well-structured Personal Interest
Project that demonstrates highly
effective communication, incorporating
accurate and appropriate language
and, where applicable, graphic forms

▪ Student forms arguments that are based on the
thorough and sustained integration of their own
personal experience and the public knowledge
gained through their primary and secondary
research. Arguments and ideas are not ONLY
consistent across the project holistically but also may
be insightful and indicative of the a genuine depth
of understanding.

▪ PIP demonstrates evidence of well applied primary
methods (at least 2). Student consistently uses data
gleaned from these to clearly and effectively support
ideas and arguments and shows clear evidence that
they were ethically conducted. Student will employ a
referencing method consistently.

▪ Student makes informed and insightful judgements
about usefulness, validity and bias regarding
information and their methods which is consistently
accurate and effective across the project

▪ Continuity/change and the cross cultural component
is clear, comprehensive and consistent throughout
the project

▪ Student always communicates clearly consistently
throughout the project employing language to
strength’s ideas and arguments. Graphics are well
selected and effectively integrated to enrich written
communication

▪ 33-40
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Strategies & Tips

● Workshopping relevant skills across the Year 12 course.
Embed workshops into your PIP programs. Below is a selection of what I normally do, in a
rough chronological order, though you may do more or less!

1. Topic Choice & PIP requirements
2. PIP Proposal requirements & samples
3. Research skills & referencing
4. Writing a complex research question/statement & hypothesis
5. Application of & evaluation of research methods. Methodological Triangulation
6. Introduction requirements/scaffold & samples
7. Chapter structure guides & examples
8. Analysing your methods
9. Central material requirements/scaffolds & samples

a. Integration & synthesis
b. Applying not using concepts
c. Social and Cultural Literacy

10.Annotations requirements/scaffolds & scamples
11.Log Summary requirements/scaffolds & samples
12.Conclusion requirements/Scaffolds & samples
13.Editing workshops (cutting down word count etc as appropriate)

● Mindfully structure your PIP draft submission schedule

Firm, Fair & Follow through

Create
breathing
room for

formal tasks

Have high
expectations

be
transparent &

consistent
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Session 6: 
Writing for

success

Sociocultural literacy: The Ultimate Success Criteria

2:00- 2:45

Society and Culture Association

Key takeaways:
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1 Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

 

 

The Ultimate Success 
Criteria 

 

 

Writing- taking it to the 
next level! 

                                                                                     MJohnson 

 

The PIP is valuable and a success criteria motivates a systems approach: 

• The Personal Interest Project, should be viewed as part of the exam and having a weighting of 
40% makes the PIP a valuable exam component to get right. A system of strategies for success 
embedded from year 11 works.  

• My Year 11 quest: find my top gun/s; application of PIP valued processes e.g. integration  

• My Year 12 quest: application of knowledge and exam and PIP scaffolds with coded feedback 

• Biggest paradox is that the PIP is seen as a project 

• Best PIPs have a tangible focus in a topic that MATTERS and as such need a sound, testable 
hypothesis to remain cohesive 

• You care so they should care. Find what works for you 

• We have vested interests for successful teaching, so enjoy the experience! 
 

Success ultimately is in the writing - literacy is the gateway to success 

• The PIP is high stakes literacy - RAP data highlights a successful cycle of teaching and learning 

• SAC concepts need to be central to the PIP which is really a XC value debate. The XC and CC  is 
vital to demonstrate knowledge and synthesis of other perspectives 

• Project research - the PIP is about a combination of concepts. Without concepts, it’s just a 
project!  My example of TikTok highlights that today – from what is to impact and implications 

• Concepts need to become the language – they should hover, create an ‘aura’ and be 
omnipresent – create the ‘WOW’ when reading! 

• Continuity and Change  is about time – why the change? Why the continuity? Here lies a focus 
on ‘values’ and/or – why not continuity? 

• USE OF vs APPLIED data is a vital skill – data applied is uncovered, explored, unpacked, 
unravelled, analysed for connections and correlations – develop this in year 11 

• Deep and sustained synthesis in Assessment tasks from year 11 helps 

• Best PIP topics are about SUBJECTS that MATTER and are conceptually linked to the course!! 

• Best PIP marks demonstrate analysis and synthesis and move far away from description. 

• Great value in academic journals and marking the text with ideas to get the process started 
 

Challenges in writing: 

• Last minute millennials and draft avoiders 

• Too many ideas vs not enough ideas 

• Curbing descriptive writing – easier than analysis and synthesis or….. 

• Lack of Integration in chapter development 

• Scaffolds have gained academic credibility and acceptance – find one that works 

• Warts and all approach – start with group writing and then to individual with support 

• Explicit teaching of literacy, then share ‘purple patches’ with recognition 
 

Stage 6 writing strategies 

• Student samples from Jenna’s PIP 

• Differentiated writing strategies to support the PIP process with coded feedback  

• Verb confusion – it’s all about application of knowledge – ‘Sweet verb Bingo’ 

• HSC writing strategies and writing scaffolds 
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2 Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

 

E Range PIP 1-8 marks 

Main feature of this mark range: Statements and Description 

NESA marking criteria: 

• States issues and/or information which relates to personal and/or public knowledge  

• Uses at least one social and cultural research method  

• Limited use of social and/or cultural terms and/or concepts; may refer to 

•  cross-cultural perspectives and/or continuity and/or change  

• Presents a Personal Interest Project that demonstrates limited communication skills and 
may include some use of photographs, tables and/or diagrams 
 

What does this PIP sound like? 
 

• PIPs scoring this mark range 
typically present brief and basic 
information as a project.  

• Their ideas are stated and are 
simplistic and underdeveloped.  

• Data collected is presented as a 
description/ outlined or air 
dropped.  

• This mark range tend to refer to 
either public knowledge or a 
personal approach to the topic. 
Typically, one perspective is 
outlined. Lack of integration. 

• Course concepts are scarce and 
used. 

 

 
 

PIP presents as a ‘Hot air balloon’ –  
 air drops and glides across a topic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What the PIP may look like:  

The Tik Tok short video platform was born in 2016 and has covered 150 countries 

and 75 languages, ranking in the top of the app store list in more than 40 countries 

and regions. As of December 2018, Tik Tok had more than 250 million active users 

per day and 500 million active users per month in China 

 

Writing strategies to take the PIP to the next level 

Strategy 1: Mark the text – Find academic journals to assist integration 

Strategy 2: Achieving integration with ‘They say, I say” 

Strategy 3: Eat cake 
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3 Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

 

Strategy 1: Mark the text – Find academic journals to assist integration 
 

1. Secondary reading – Mark or highlight interesting ideas in the text then from these ideas 

construct a series of interview questions 

2. Add personal reflection for the important personal ‘I’ statements 

3. Identify statements that inspire a research focus or hypothesis to test 

 
Secondary Information – “what they say” 
Identify and record ideas/ statements/ quotes from secondary sources  

Personal reflection 
and Information – I 
statements 
‘What I say” 

TikTok is a significant social media platform which allows users to advocate 
for causes which they believe in. This research will explore how feminism 
has created an online community on TikTok, and how effective it is in 
providing a solution to feminist issues. This research will use popular 
hashtags and TikTok accounts to gather an unbiased impression and explore 
the popularity of different forms of content, in order to prove that feminist 
TikTok fails to reduce notions of toxic masculinity on the app. 
The platforms which advocation takes place on is changing and is 
continuously evolving. In the past, the negative impact harmful masculine 
identities had on society was explored in the public sphere and over a 
longer period of time. However, social media has transformed the 
landscape of advocacy. Online platforms like TikTok have opened up a third 
place for networked publics to engage in hashtag activism and discussions 
about misogyny and feminism. These discussions are effective in raising 
awareness about women’s rights however they fall short in terms of 
forming solutions to result in a decrease in the expression of toxic 
masculinity online. Because social media is widely available, easy to 
understand and easy to engage with, it is now a key driver in the continued 
push towards gender parity.  
 

….% users daily for 
TikTok (Australia and 
other countries 
 
I believe it is effective 
because…… 
 
 
 
My research into 
networked publics has 
discovered……. 
 
Comment on how 
effective you believe 
TikTok is in raising 
awareness……. 

 

Strategy 2: Achieving integration with ‘They say, I say’ 

 
‘They say’, ‘I say’ 
 
Successful writing for the PIP involves integrating both secondary and primary sources of information 
along with your own ideas effectively and ethically. The PIP needs to be an engagement of ideas – a 
layering and then a reaction together with supporting or opposing evidence with a conclusion 
achieving clear communication.  
 
Layering Secondary PK and Primary as well as PE to achieve integration  
A scaffolded approach assists in creating a visual of the outcome aiming for. Citation of all quotes, ideas 
belonging to other authors should be acknowledged. Word banks also guide and support good 
communication.  
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4 Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

 

 

Strategy 3: EAT CAKE! 
 

1. Explain the experts idea; the secondary data or 
‘They Say’…………….. “According to J 
Gillard…………………” 

2. Insert Primary: My research also aligns to the 
ideas presented where Interviewee X states 
that…….. 

3. Insert reflection: I statement/s and/or synthesis 
(new knowledge).  “As a result of…….(analysis)  
it can be seen that……..(synthesis) ” 

4. Continue the correlations between data with 3-
2-5 connectives – Thus, hence, moreover 
 

REPEAT – points 1 – 4 above 
 
Continue building conceptual evidence of original 
thoughts with why (analysis) and synthesis with 3-2-5 
connectives e.g. however, subsequently, therefore, 
 

 

 

 

 

 Footnotes reveal evidence of and lack of integration of primary and Secondary sources 

 

Jenna’s footnotes reveal: Jenna was able to apply her valuable data across all of her pages and 
chapters which demonstrates integration. Each chapter also integrates referenced data collected 
from a wide variety of sources 

35 Image Credit (Chapter 2): ‘The Evil Dead’ Theatrical Poster. Accessed July 5, 2019. 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083907/?ref_=nv_sr_1?ref_=nv_sr_1 

36 The Final Girl: The last character left alive to confront and ultimately defeat the villain, a term first coined by 

feminist film theorist Carol J Clover 

37 Glover, Carol J. 1992. Men, Women and Chainsaws: Gender in the Modern Horror Film. London: British 

Film Institute. 

38 Slasher film: A subgenre of horror that features a typically masked killer murdering a group of people, 

typically teenagers. 

39 29975612. 2019. "Questionnaire: The Representation of Women in the Horror Genre (The Final Girl 

Phenomena)." 
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D Range PIP 9 – 16 marks 

Main feature of this mark range: Story telling with some ideas presented and Description 

NESA marking criteria: 

• Presents some ideas, issues and/or information which relates to personal and/or public 
knowledge  

• Uses at least one social and cultural research method and attempts some judgement on the 
usefulness, validity and/or bias of information that contributed to the Personal Interest 
Project  

• Uses some social and/or cultural terms and concepts within the Personal Interest Project 
and refers to cross-cultural perspectives and/or continuity and/or change Presents a  

• Personal Interest Project that demonstrates some communication skills and includes some 
use of appropriate language and, where applicable, some use of photographs, tables 
and/or diagrams 

 
What does this PIP sound like? 

• PIPs scoring in this D range typically present some development of ideas about a topic 
chosen. This topic often limits the ability to meet the PIP requirements/ outcomes. E.g. 
TikTok, why is it so popular. 

• A few concepts are evident and tend to be forced or air dropped -used.  

• The data collected from limited research is typically used in their findings. This means, data 
is presented/ stated without unpacking and making connections to draw meaning. 

• Limited narrative discussions are presented lacking integration, depth and tend to be broad 
in the approach. 

• A reliance on unsubstantiated claims evidenced via lack of referencing. 

• Simplistic statements that indicate a lack of awareness of bias and reliability of sources. 
Continuity and change often appears as a historical chapter. 

• Cross cultural description often appears as a stand-alone chapter. A broad focus with basic 
communication and often no acknowledgment of sources presented.  

• Pictures give an aesthetic purpose (no marks). 
 

What the PIP may look like:                        

 Why is TikTok so popular? 

TikTok is a popular social media app that allows users to create, watch, and share 15-second videos 
shot on mobile devices or webcams. With its personalized feeds of quirky short videos set to music 
and sound effects, the app is notable for its addictive quality and high levels of engagement. The 
global growth of 
Tik Tok users can be said to be a typical phenomenon of popular culture. 
 

Writing strategies to take the PIP to the next level 

Strategy 4: The cookie strategy - Looping and linking to inform data to avoid air dropping data 
Strategy 5: Word banks  
Strategy 6: FIVE PIP paragraph writing strategies (SKESK) 
Strategy 7: Academic journals and mark the text to identify PIP ideas 
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Strategy 4: Looping and linking to inform data to avoid air dropping data 
 

 

 

Share Cookies 
 
Use the 3 step ‘Cookie’ strategy:  Three steps to effectively 
integrate a quote:  

1. Introduce the quote/statistical data (who said it?),  
2. Insert the data (what did they say?)/ statistical data 
3. Loop and link - then explain the data (what does it mean 

and how does it relate to your argument?) 
 

 

  Jenna’s example of the cookie strategy: 

Subsequently, this inequality of female directors had been defended with the 

notion that “first-rate ''mainstream'' women directors have not emerged who 

combine the creative and leadership qualities needed to handle multimillion-

dollar projects”.30 However, it appears the real reason women failed to reach 

positions of creative power in the film industry was not due to less women 

entering the industry or lacking the skills required to do their jobs. It was the 

same reason why women have always struggle to climb business ladders in 

any work industry that is still prevalent today, lack of respect and 

opportunities. Moreover, even if opportunities were made available to 

women, there was an immense pressure placed on them to succeed because 

“When a man produces an expensive flop, he is judged as an individual and 

generally given another chance. When one woman fails, all women are 

tainted.”.31 Subsequently, a fear of inadequacy or failure loomed over women 

in the film industry. My research indicates that with limited women in 

positions of creative power, they were unable to tell the stories that they 

knew a female audience would want to see, which is why the Male Gaze 

persevered in the film industry for decades. Male producers and financers of 

film were scared to let women helm the director’s chair because they would 

“want to make women's pictures”, as if this desire to make films that the 

female audience could enjoy too was frowned upon.32 

 

30 Ogle, Sally. 1981. "The Struggle of Women Directors." The New York Times. January 
11. Accessed June 14, 2019. 
https://www.nytimes.com/1981/01/11/magazine/the-struggle-of-women- 
directors.html. 
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Strategy 5: Word banks to assist with integration of secondary, primary data and I statement of 

analysis from making correlations to demonstrate application of findings and synthesis generation 

Secondary Primary I statements for analysis 
…. acknowledges that……………… 
……. argues that…….. 
….. demonstrates that…. 
New research demonstrates 
that………………… 
As …… puts it……….. 
According to …… ……………… 
In her book ‘Not now, not ever’, 
Gillard maintains that………………… 
…… complicates the trend further 
when she writes…………………. 
On one hand …… argues 
that…………………… 
Researchers have long agreed 
that…………………. 
……’s theory of………….is extremely 
useful because…………….. 

….. agreed that 
……. emphasises that….. 
……… says 
…… believes….. 
…….. claims that…… 
A careful analysis of the data 
reveals……………. 
In a recent interview …… exclaims 
that……………. 
………. is right that…………………. 
 

I have always believed that…. 
I think that…… 
I disagree with this point of 
view….. 
Mt research says that……. 
I agree that…… 
My own view, however, is that…… 
A point that my research supports 
is…………………. 
X matters because……………….. 
These conclusions have a 
significance because…………………. 
Although I agree…………………. 
Although I disagree……………….. 
X overlooks what I consider an 
important point………………… 

 

Strategy 6:  

FIVE PIP paragraph writing strategies (SKESK) 

1. Start a paragraph with a powerful punch! – a sizzling start! 

2. Keep paragraphs tight for cohesion – stay on track 

3. Ensure Society and Culture concepts are ‘front and centre’ to the work 

4. Show how and why rather than tell a story 

5. Keep ideas flowing with ‘They say’ and I say’ with loop back and sound links producing 

synthesis 

A paragraph from Jenna’s PIP to illustrate the strategy: Jenna was able to start with a’ 

powerful punch’ that was synthesis. The rest of the paragraph has been coded or highlighted 

S:The horror genre is unlike any other film genre out there. Not just in its content, 

but in the supportive, community atmosphere the fans create. This is exemplified 

by movements within the horror community such as ‘Women in Horror Month’. 59 

This international initiative takes place in February every year, where the 

underrepresented work of women within the horror genre are brought into the 

spotlight through film festivals dedicated to female horror filmmakers and social 

media presence to highlight their work.60 This movement recognizes the often-

underappreciated work of female filmmakers and is celebrated by fans across the 

world.61 
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Strategy 7: Academic journals help organise ideas: Mark the text to identify PIP ideas, illustrate 
continuity and change and cross-cultural ideas and draw out possible PIP ideas.  

Toxic Masculinity on TikTok 

While TikTok’s feminist community are effective in reaching others interested in their 

cause and sparking discussions regarding toxic masculinity, there is no evidence that 

this work has resulted in the decrease in the presence of such harmful behaviour 

online. Because TikTok’s algorithm connects users with similar interests, it would not 

suggest feminism-related content to users who are not interested in it (Rentschler 

2017). Hence, similar to the feminist community that was created on TikTok, a 

network of “toxic” men could just as easily be created. However, the powerful 

advocation by feminists on TikTok would be noticed by a certain percentage of these 

men due to casual algorithmic suggestion. Seeing these discussions would invoke 

these men to create a response such as #notallmen, which suggests that the toxic 

behaviour exhibited by the men which is being called out is only descriptive of a 

certain percentage of men and not all of them. The fact that this response was 

created by men in order to defend themselves shows that some men aren’t willing to 

change their behaviour and are defensive of the fact that they would be “called out,” 

instead of being willing to listen to the feminists on the app trying to discuss the issue 

and work towards a solution. A quick search through TikTok can show how this 

behaviour is still large and present. In October 2020, @theswayla posted a video of 

Jaden Hossler, who’s face is being gripped by Anthony Reeves as if they are about to 

kiss (@theswayla, 2020). With the context that both these men are straight, it is 

evident that video is poking fun at homosexuality and men who don’t typically fit in to 

the traditional roles of straight men. Evidently, toxic masculine behaviour is still 

exhibited and celebrated largely on the app. 

Feminism is a large and present advocation cause in modern society. In modern 

history, a large portion of the advocation for this cause has been online, due to recent 

technological advancements resulting in the digitisation of modern society. TikTok 

allows for conversations about women’s rights to occur, and a large network of 

feminists do engage in these discussions and participate in hashtag activism. However, 

due to the algorithmic traits of TikTok, the videos do not make much of a presence of 

users who are not feminists. The response to feminism and the exhibition of 

misogynistic behaviour found on TikTok reveals how the feminist movement is failing 

to diminish the amount of toxic masculinity in society, no matter how large the 

digitised feminist network is. 

TAG or ‘mark the 
text’  

Colour code 
using SEVEN 
highlighters 
identifying the 
following: 
1.Conceptual
understanding

2.Cross cultural
perspective

3.Continuity and
or change
perspective

4.Analysis

5.Public
knowledge that
can form an
interview
question. This
allows for
integration

6.A statement to
inspire a
hypothesis

7.Judgement

Source: 
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C Range PIP – 17-24 Presents ideas and describes issues  

Main feature: Presents ideas and Describes issues Main feature: Describes issues with basic analysis 

NESA marking criteria: 

• Presents ideas, issues and/or information relating some personal and/or public knowledge  

• Uses social and cultural research methods and makes some judgements on the usefulness, 
validity and/or bias of information that contributed to the Personal Interest Project  

• Uses social and cultural terms and concepts within the Personal Interest Project and includes 
cross-cultural perspectives and continuity and/or change  

• Presents a well-structured Personal Interest Project that communicates successfully using 
appropriate language and, where applicable, photographs, tables and/or diagrams  

 

What does this PIP sound like?  

……Gets from A to B without the extras 

• PIPs scoring in this mark range typically present as a project e.g. The rise of social media and 
TikTok. These PIPs have a ‘Jetstar’ approach. They are descriptive or a narrative (for most of the 
central material). There may be some evidence of synthesis e.g. a statement of learning at the 
end of a paragraph or chapter that may elevate the mark past 20 

• The topic choice: pedestrian in nature with concepts tend to be air dropped/used. 

• These PIPs often have the feel of a rushed research project on a topic lacking deep research to 
gain a depth of understanding. There is simply not enough consistent analysis and synthesis 
produced to advance the mark past 24. The synthesis is often their own elementary thoughts 
not informed by research.  

• Chapters reflect a shallow and broad approach – gets from A to B without the extras! 

• These PIPs are often compartmentalised i.e. chapters are sometimes disconnected - broad.  

• Cross cultural perspectives typically lack depth and understanding and sometimes appear as 
tokenistic 

• Judgements about research methods are typically superficial, simplistic, and forced. 

• PIPs in this mark range are usually a logical presentation of research which makes the 
communication an easy read. At times pictures are used for aesthetic reasons rather than 
adding exploration for unpacking ideas. 

• Low levels or inconsistent referencing impacts the genuine level of the research 

What the PIP may look like: The waves of feminism: When understanding modern history, major 
movements in feminism have been described as “waves of feminism” (Bennet, 1989), and have 
occurred on the tail-end of a massive shift in globalised institutional and industrial advances. The first 
“wave” arrived on the tail-end of the industrial revolution and involved creating a landscape where 
women were provided with more opportunities and eventually resulted with women being allowed to 
vote in America (Rampton, 2015). 
The second “wave” started in the 1960s, after World War II, in the wake of mass civil rights movements 
and anti-war protests, many minority groups (women, people of 
colour, LGBTQ people) were being advocated for (Rampton, 2015). The third “wave” of feminism began 
on the tail of the postmodern era, in the mid-1990s. 

Writing strategies to take the PIP to the next level  

Strategy 8: Eliminate historical chapter 

Strategy 9: Chapter headings that promote analysis rather than description 

Strategy 10: Nominalisation and Academic Writing in the Central Material 
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Strategy 8: Start at the point of change to eliminate historical chapter! 

An example of breadth rather than depth in PIP research and descriptive first chapter 

“Waves of feminism” Hashtag Activism on Feminist 
TikTok 

(Start PIP at the point of change) 

Toxic Masculinity on TikTok 

When understanding modern 
history, major movements in 
feminism have been described 
as “waves of feminism” (Bennet, 
1989), and have occurred on the 
tail-end of a massive shift in 
globalised institutional and 
industrial advances. The first 
“wave” arrived on the tail-end 
of the industrial revolution and 
involved creating a landscape 
where women were provided 
with more opportunities and 
eventually resulted with women 
being allowed to vote in 
America (Rampton, 2015). 
The second “wave” started in 
the 1960s, after World War II, in 
the wake of mass civil rights 
movements and anti-war 
protests, many minority groups 
(women, people of 
colour, LGBTQ people) were 
being advocated for (Rampton, 
2015). The third “wave” of 
feminism began on the tail of 
the postmodern era, in the mid 
1990s.  
 
 

Hashtags are used on TikTok in 
order to engage in certain 
discussions within a digitised 
community. One example can be 
seen in TikTok’s feminist 
community, through the 
breaking down of traditional 
masculine and feminine 
stereotypes. This is done in order 
to support the notion that no 
person should feel they have to 
adhere to an expectation that 
does not co-align with their 
identity. An example of a hashtag 
in this instance is 
#toxicmasculinity, with users and 
influencers who are not women 
wearing clothes which are 
stereotypically designated for 
women to wear (skirts,dresses, 
high heels, blouses, corsets, etc.). 
An example of one of these 
influencers is Griffin Maxwell 
Brooks, who regular wears 
women’s clothes in their videos 
in order to emphasise that they 
are not only for women (Brooks  
@griffinmaxwellbrooks], 2021).  

While TikTok’s feminist 
community are effective in 
reaching others interested in 
their cause and sparking 
discussions regarding toxic 
masculinity, there is no 
evidence that this work has 
resulted in the decrease in the 
presence of such harmful 
behaviour online. Because 
TikTok’s algorithm connects 
users with similar interests, it 
would not suggest feminism-
related content to users who 
are not interested in it 
(Rentschler 2017). Hence, 
similar to the feminist 
community that was created on 
TikTok, a network of “toxic” 
men could just as easily be 
created. However, the powerful 
advocation by feminists on 
TikTok would be noticed by 
a certain percentage of these 
men due to casual algorithmic 
suggestion.  

Reference: https://networkconference.netstudies.org/2021/2021/04/28/the-failure-of-feminist-tiktok/ 

 
Strategy 9: Creating chapter headings that promote analysis rather than description 
 

Shift chapter title ideas from an intent to describe to integrated themes that answer 
the hypothesis 

Many students want to write a PIP structured like this! 

Past Present Future 
Many students want to give a 
historical context 

Easy to write about the issues 
today 

Students like to create extrapolations 
about what may be, tomorrow 

Try and find themes across the three areas to assist students in recreating three chapters that move 
away from this idea of Past, Present and Future. These chapters, would then integrate ideas or 
themes e.g., a value from each of the three time periods  
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Shift chapter title ideas from description to analysis and synthesis reflecting cross culture and 
continuity and/or change…… 

Description Analysis Synthesis 

Shift a PIP chapter idea that 
indicates description to one 
that reflects analysis 

Create a PIP chapter idea 
that indicates analysis of your 
research 

Create a PIP chapter idea that indicates 
synthesis of your research 

 
Hashtag Activism – digitized 
feminism as a voice of values 

The digital movement 

working to combat or create 

toxicity  

 
TikTok as an Advocation Tool 
 

 

Strategy 10: Nominalisation and Academic Writing in the Central Material 
Nominalisation is related to academic writing The nominalisation process assists the development of 
and is a typical feature of academic writing. Nominalisation is the process of changing verbs or 
adjectives to nouns. 

The basic principles of nominalization involve 

• Highlighting the verb (action, doing word) in the sentence. 
• Change to the noun version of the verb 
• Readjust the sentence  

Nominalised verbs often end in –ion, -ment, -al, -age, -ing, -ance, -ant, -dom. 

Some sentences successfully start with ‘The’ e.g. ‘The supportive reaction of Julia Gillard to my 
question about………gave me confidence to understand…….” 

 

 

From 

I analysed the data, which revealed 
gender swapping among female 
players in online games had 
increased.  

 

To 

An analysis of the data revealed an increase in 
gender swapping among female players in 
online games 

I attempted to achieve The achievement of 

I Agreed The interviewee agreed 

I decided The decision to 

I evaluated The evaluation 

Explain This explanation 

Implement, set up, install The implementation 

Imply,  suggest The implication 

Indicated Indication 

I expected  Expectation  

React The reaction 

Transform Transformation 
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B Range PIP 25 – 32 marks 

Main feature: Consistent evidence of statements of analysis and synthesis demonstrated 

NESA Marking criteria: 

• Demonstrates synthesis of ideas, issues and information relating personal experience and 
public knowledge  

• Applies social and cultural research methods and makes appropriate judgements on the 
usefulness, validity and bias of information that contributed to the Personal Interest Project  

• Applies social and cultural terms and concepts throughout the Personal Interest Project and 
effectively addresses cross-cultural perspectives and continuity and/or change  

• Presents a clear and well-structured Personal Interest Project that demonstrates effective 
communication, incorporating accurate and appropriate language and, where applicable, 
photographs, tables and/or diagrams 

What does this PIP sound like? 

• PIPs scoring in this mark range demonstrate a conceptual understanding though this is applied 
in varying depths and is often inconsistent in application, as a result the application is often 
more mechanical. 

• Often the topic choice is an investigation that attempts to make correlations between ideas to 
investigate. At the lower end these Pips are broad in findings. At the top end of the mark range 
these PIPs are sound, connecting and unpacking ideas. E.g. TikTok and feminism 

• The synthesis is evident however typically this is in one to two sentences –eg a concluding 
statement to a paragraph or two sentences together  

• Genuine judgements about the importance of the research data are made however they are 
not as insightful or critical or frequent as in the A range 

• The perspectives of cross-cultural understanding and continuity and or change are not as 
deeply explored for correlations and meaning and at times can be chunked so the flow is not as 
smoothly integrated as in the A range. 

• Data from diagrams and tables of information may not be always applied effectively for 
additional meaning or synthesis 

• Referencing mode is evident and may not always be consistent 

• Annotations are often brief and underdeveloped 

What this PIP may look like: While the Internet has been around since the 1990s, social media has 
only really been relevant in the past decade, since the prominence of the smartphone. Now, networks 
can be created on social media website for those who take a specific interest in something or 
someone. These “influencers” open up avenues for conversations to take place as their advocacy can 
be seen on a mass-level almost immediately (Church, Zhao, & Iyer, 2020). Because these posts can be 
seen almost immediately on such a wide-spread scale, advocacy movements utilise this to 
communicate their message. An example of one of these influencers can be seen through Tenley 
Yearles, who posted a video in October 2019 of herself dancing to a recording of her abusive ex-
boyfriend yelling at her (Yearles [@tenleyearles], 2019). This video allowed for avenues to be opened 
up which resulted in conversations about violence against women. Yearles therefore used her TikTok 
account to spread her message widely across the app. The video has over 870,000 likes. 

Writing strategies to take the PIP to the next level  

Strategy 11: Writing a strong hypothesis 
Strategy 12: Writing the log: 
Strategy 13: Creating exemplary PIP annotations 

Strategy 14: 3-2-5 Connectives 
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Strategy 11: Writing a strong hypothesis 

Developing a hypothesis or idea to test or prove/disprove - Move from a hunch to a question then to a 

hypothesis to test/debate 

✓ A hypothesis is a statement, or a proposed explanation stated clearly and made on the basis of 

limited evidence. It is a starting point for further investigation without an obvious answer 

✓ A hypothesis is also a testable answer to a sociological question, idea, hypothesis or theory that 

will need evidence to solve 

✓ The PIP can be viewed as a cross cultural value debate 

Hunch 
Is an idea about the topic  

Question 
Care needed to create an 
inquiry style question to 

produce an analytical response 
as opposed to a descriptive or 

narrative PIP 

Hypothesis - a statement or theory that can 
be tested or debated. 

 

The TikTok community has 
been effective in raising 

awareness about feminist 
rights and issues  

How effective is the platform 
TikTok in providing a solution 

to feminist issues? 

TikTok fails to reduce notions of toxicity or  
TikTok incites notions of misogyny and 

fails to provide solutions to the feminist 
agenda of equality  

 

 

What this looks like in 
Jenna’s work 

Through analysing the genre’s reaction to the producer-audience relationship 
in pop culture, a male-dominated film industry and the impact of the ‘’Male 
Gaze’ on the genre, I hope to prove that the horror genre’s identity no longer 
relies on the exploitation of women as a commodity. 

 
Jenna creates a focus to ‘test’ for validity therefore generating a complex conceptual discussion 

 

 
Strategy 12: Writing the log: 500 words detailing the process and the sequential development of the PIP 

 

Avoid describing what was done. 
Rather make correlations and judgments between critical processes and their outcomes. 
Make informed judgments if word count allows. 
Do not write under months as a subheading rather integrate time periods eg by the end of term 4…… 
Consider the following headings as a way to organise the PIP process 

 

Research – wide reading, 
secondary and Primary 

 

 

Drafting 
 

 

Writing,  
 

 

Evaluating the process and 
the product 
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Strategy 13: Creating exemplary PIP annotations  

Writing an annotation with the SAAR method 

Start with writing and arranging the bibliographic entries just as you would any other bibliography. The 
annotation then follows immediately after the bibliographic information, on the next line.  
The content of each of your annotation may follow this SAAR scaffold. This scaffold ensures reference to 
validity and bias enabling an informed judgment to be formed.  

 

Scaffold for an annotated resource list for the PIP 
Bibliography for the Source  

1. Summary of the source: 
condensing the author’s message 
into a single concise paragraph 

 
 
 
 

2.Analysis and 
Assessment: 

Evaluate each source 
for evidence of validity 
and bias – making an 
informed judgement. 

Analysis: Why is this source to be 
use? Link to topic chosen 

Validity: Finish this sentence- This 
source is authentic, legitimate and 
valid because…….. Therefore this 
source was critical to my project 
(make links to your work) 

Bias: Finish this sentence- This 
source lacks prejudice and was 
impartial because ….. hence was 
essential to my work on……(make 
links to your work) 

 

3.Reflection: reflect on the 
usefulness of the source to your 
PIP. Where in the PIP was this 
source most useful and why? 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Jenna’s annotation:  
As a draft annotation, ask students to colour code the three components of their annotation   

 
• This article discusses the role that horror movie actresses Rose McGowan and Asia Argento had in 
2017’s #MeToo movement, from their initial speak-out on their experiences with acclaimed Hollywood 
producer, Harvey Weinstein, to their efforts in protests and their collaboration. I was extremely conscious of the 
validity of this article, being from an entertainment website. However, it’s use of public knowledge and sources 
such as the first New Yorker article on the movement and both McGowan’s and Argento’s personal social media, 
made me more confident in it’s validity and bias. This article was used extensively when discussing horror’s role 
as a catalyst for change in Hollywood, given McGowan’s and Argento’s history in the genre, allowing me to 
justify my statements and ideas of the impact that the horror genre has had on the film industry and society. 

 

• I came across this article the day after I attended the Halloween (2018) premiere in Sydney to collect as 
much data as I possibly could for my PIP. Much like the Entertainment Weekly article, Jamie Lee Curtis discusses 
the unintentional connections that her new film has with the #MeToo movement, and with no direct reference 
to the movement, it still shares themes of women overcoming personal trauma, to come out of the darkness. 
Curtis eloquently discusses the role that the horror genre has in telling these oppressed stories. These ideas, 
particularly the horror genre as a voice for change, were key to the construction of my PIP and what messages I 
hoped to convey in it. As this was an article by the Sydney Morning Herald, I was more confident in the validity 
of it’s information, especially given the input of Curtis, and felt that it took a very unbiased and neutral approach 
to the topic. 
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Strategy 14: 3-2-5 Connectives: Insightful synthesis is about drilling down and making deep 

conceptual connections and drawing new meaning from making correlations between data by 

utilising connectives or conjunctions. 

Creating synthesis comes from the 
process of combining information and 
ideas from different sources to create 
new knowledge on the topic. Synthesis is 
created by making connections between 
PE and PK and synthesise their findings 
to make unique understandings in an 
extended way. 

• Connecting words should be encouraged to link sentences 
and paragraphs, creating a flow of ideas and synthesis. 

• Synthesis comes from the insightful understanding gained 

• Correlations from research methods  

• It is the amount of Synthesis that needs to be 
monitored and encouraged through draft work. 

3-2-5 spiral of connectives to gain deep synthesis  
      

                           
                                                               

Furthermore 
Likewise 
Whereas  
Consequently 
Therefore 
In particular  
Notably 
Despite  
However 
As a result 
As exemplified by 
Despite this 
For this reason 

Consequently 
Therefore 
Thus 
Hence 
Also 
Furthermore 
In addition 
In fact 
Moreover 
On the contrary 
Subsequently 
In addition 
Similarly 

 

Integrating perspectives – Cross Cultural and Continuity and or Change  
The cross-cultural perspective and the continuity and/or change perspective need to be integrated 
smoothly into each chapter. They sit side by side in each chapter. A draft plan assists with this process 
– i.e., chunking or a series of bullet points to create a visual plan before writing. Statistics assist to 
capture continuity and change and quotes from interviews assist the XC perspective. Team these with 
synthesis and the PIP mark increases 

Cross culture- Across 
groups of people e.g. 
Baby Boomers today and 
Millennials; Gen Y and Z; 
different subcultures; 
inside and outside the 
group; secular and non-
secular; users  and non-
users of social media 

 Continuity and/or Change - 
This is all about TIME- 
values, opinions, 
traditions, cultural 
attitudes, beliefs e.g. last 
century, this century, 
decades, pre and post 
social media; 1950, 1970, 
1990, 2010 

 Jenna’s example: 
Moreover, even if opportunities were made 
available to women, there was an immense 
pressure placed on them to succeed because 
“When a man produces an expensive flop, 
he is judged as an individual and generally 
given another chance. When one woman 
fails, all women are tainted.”30. 
Subsequently, a fear of inadequacy or failure 
loomed over women in the film industry. My 
research indicates that with limited women 
in positions of creative power, they were 
unable to tell the stories that they knew a 
female audience would want to see, which is 
why the Male Gaze persevered in the film 
industry for decades. Male producers and 
financers of film were scared to let women 
helm the director’s chair because they would 
“want to make women's pictures”, as if this 
desire to make films that the female 
audience could enjoy too was frowned upon. 

 Demonstrating insight 
into perspectives to 
analyse similarities and 
differences and 
importantly gaining ideas, 
an insight, an 
appreciation, an 
understanding of the 
culture different to the 
students. 

 Demonstrating insight from 
viewpoints in time to 
illustrate similarities and 
differences and importantly 
gaining ideas, insight, an 
appreciation, an 
understanding of culture 
different to the student’s 
related to time periods. 
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A Range PIP 33 – 40 marks 

 

Thorough and significant sustained synthesis 
demonstrated with integrated analysis and 

complex connections 

 

A supersonic deep space exploration 

NESA Marking Criteria: 

• Demonstrates thorough and sustained synthesis of relevant ideas, issues and information 
relating personal experience and public knowledge  

• Effectively applies social and cultural research methods and makes informed judgements on 
the usefulness, validity and bias of information that contributed to the Personal Interest Project  

• Effectively applies and integrates social and cultural terms and concepts throughout the 
Personal Interest Project and comprehensively addresses cross-cultural perspectives and 
continuity and/or change  

• Presents a clear, coherent and well-structured Personal Interest Project that demonstrates 
highly effective communication, incorporating accurate and appropriate language and, where 
applicable, photographs, tables and/or diagrams 

 
What does this PIP sound like? 

• Topic choice is sociologically connected, making unique correlations/angles between 
contemporary social issues and XC/CC e.g. TikTok and misogyny and rising individualism 

• PIPs scoring this mark range demonstrate all the marking criteria in a consistent manner. The 
conceptual delivery and understanding are insightful – the PIP delivers a conceptual 
understanding without using the concept/s. The concepts are therefore applied NOT used. The 
PIP keeps this concept application central and consistent, creating a concept aura! 

• Synthesis generated is deep and meaningful and unravels with the consistent application of 
several 325 connectives across Central Material. 

• Research data collected is consistently applied (referred to and unpacked for meaning) and 
integrated with other Primary or secondary data or synthesis of this. This smooth and seamless 
integration delivers a great flow of understanding. This understanding demonstrates analysis ie 
why the data may be so according to their new knowledge 

• PIPs in this mark range demonstrate strong, insightful, and highly appropriate judgements. 
These are pronounced throughout, given at any appropriate moment across the PIP. What is 
unique in this mark range is the level that the judgement informs the students synthesis or 
understanding. These judgements are NOT tokenistic. 

• Cross cultural and continuity and/or change perspectives are integrated and not described. 

• Referencing is superb, consistent and each page demonstrates  a level of integration of data. 

• Research presented as graphics is integrated and unpacked. 

• A wide variety of resources are accessed over a significant time to allow for genuine synthesis 
and findings on a highly contemporary topic. 

• What this PIP may look like:  A supersonic  deep space exploration! 
The platforms which advocation takes place on is changing and is continuously evolving. In the past, 
the negative impact harmful masculine identities had on society was explored in the public sphere and 
over a longer period of time. However, social media has transformed the landscape of advocacy. 
Online platforms like TikTok have opened up a third place for networked publics to engage in hashtag 
activism and discussions about misogyny and feminism. These discussions are effective in raising 
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awareness about women’s rights however they fall short in terms of forming solutions to result in a 
decrease in the expression of toxic masculinity online. Because social media is widely available, easy to 
understand and easy to engage with, it is now a key driver in the continued push towards gender 
parity. The current focus on such social media is on changing the behaviour of men who cause negative 
impacts on society, through violence and aggression against women, and the villainization of feminine 
traits among men. By allowing conversations to occur in an environment most people have access to, 
these issues can be protested for in a manner which is largely noticed by the majority of the 
population. 

Writing strategies to take the PIP to the next level 

Strategy 15: Application of data with analysis: 

Strategy 16: Looping and Linking Informed judgements 

 
 

Strategy 15: Application of data with analysis: 

Importantly all data should be integrated and applied across the chapters in the PIP. 

Students need to demonstrate that they can draw meaning and make correlations 

between data and generate synthesis or new knowledge from this process. 

Making connections between ideas and analysing the relationships with how and why is expected. From 
the analysis, synthesis is then generated 
 

From secondary research and primary data students make connections that can then be analysed 
Evidence words such as  
 

Caused by; as a consequence of; this contributed to; culminating in; generated; influenced by; led to; 
provoked; as a result of; shaped by; 

Jenna’s example of application of data. Her data was gathered through content analysis
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Word Banks as a strategy:  
Word bank for analysis and interpretation 

It can be inferred 
that….. 
 

These opinions 
suggest … 
 

This continuity 
indicates…. 

This data 
discloses….. 

Due to………… 
 

As a result of ……… 
 

This data 
suggests….. 

This opinion 
reveals… 

Cause Highlights Magnifies accentuates 

legitimizes demonstrates implies exagerates 

infers signifies denotes reiterates 

advocates conjures symbolises hyperbolises 

indicates alludes to evokes Placates  

emphasises stresses exposes validates 

 

Word banks to assist with smooth integration, analysis and synthesis generation 

This data was successful in…. 
The powerful way in which…… 
This data is effective in 
demonstrating…. 
The interviewee makes effective 
communication in…. 
A striking example of the complexity 
of… was expressed by……. 
It can be argued that…. 
One reason for…… 
An important point is……… 
Evidence to support this idea is………. 
A good illustration of this is……. 

This demonstrates that……. 
The reason for this is……. 
This means that….. 
It can be seen from this 
that……… 
This is because……. 
The evidence points to……. 
These reasons show that…… 
 

Subsequently 
This means that.. 
Due to……that is why…… 
Because 
That is why… 
For this reason 
As a result…. 
Although 
However, 
Nevertheless.. 
That being said, 
Rather….. 
 
 
 

 

Strategy 16: Looping and Linking: Differentiating judgment and an informed judgment 

Making a Judgement is the skill and ability to evaluate, based on information. A sound judgement 

should not be biased or affected by emotion. An informed judgement is the ability to discern and 

evaluate well, based on the researched information presented. A judgement is a value based opinion 

that is supported by clear evidence. It is the link between the judgement and the evidence that 

persuades the reader to accept the judgement  – ie the statistics, expert opinion,testemony,examples 

and or the personal experience. 

Judgements can be covert or implicit or overt and explicit. An informed judgement however has deep 

connections to the forementioned – there is a great connection between the research and the 

judgment. Verbs utilised in a judgement can weaken a conviction or assessment. Verbs also have the 

ability to strengthen the judgment being made. Therefore, judgments can be measured and for the PIP 

strong and informed judgments are required. 

Modality: This refers to the level of sophistication and certainty of a piece of language. An informed 

judgement has a higher register in academic or formal contexts. A higher modality or register is 

signalled by conceptual, more complex, and ‘bigger’ vocabulary. A stronger informed judgement has a 

higher modality. Word banks are highly useful for students to access to gain a stronger modality 

judgement. 

@SCANSW NOV 2022          63



19 Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

Steps in developing a judgment and  importantly an informed judgment (looping) 

Steps in developing a judgment Example of 

1. At any opportunity have
students state their opinions
explicitly – clearly, concisely and
in a simple way (e.g.,
Annotation)

Prior testing of my set of questions before an interview 
was useful as it generated more useful information 

2. Have students justify their
opinion – why is the statement
true?

Useful information was gathered in a short time period, 
saving time overall 

3. Have students assign a
percentage of confidence to the
statement and justify this

Perhaps, I have about 90% confidence this is true 

Use words identified in the word bank 
to raise the conviction by looping to 
evidence creates a deeply connected 
and informed judgment 

Critical in the process of gathering data was my finely 
crafted three-question interview with Julia Gillard. The 
insight gained through her understanding for ‘choice of 
words in context’ provided the analysis needed for my 
work on misogyny………. 

Useful language for making judgments 

Not very important Very important 

Vaguely 
Of marginal importance Minimal 
Of some value 
With little impact 
Quite important 
To an extent 
Sound 
Reasonable  
Strong 
Flawed  
Tend 
Seem 
Appear 

Successfully 
Essential 
Most important 
Fundamental 
Central 
Critical 
Crucial 
Vital 
Effective  
Effectively  
Skilfully 
Persuasive  

Powerfully 
Emotively 
Evocatively 
Harrowingly 
Disturbingly 
Poignantly 
Vividly 
Emotionally 
Emphatically 
Convincingly 
Significantly 
Strikingly  

Informed 
Judgements 
link and loop 
to evidence

Inform the 
judgement by 
linking to 
evidence 

Loop back and 
link to 
examples and 
evidence

loop judgement back to 
evidence
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Jenna’s example of an informed judgement: 
 

Introduction: I regularly listened to various episodes of the filmmaking podcast ‘The Movie 
Crypt’ on my drive to school each day. The viewpoints of industry professionals, their 
experiences and their opinions on the current state of the film industry allowed me to gain 
contemporary insight into the intricacies of the horror film industry. Furthermore, I 
conducted my primary research through a questionnaire specifically targeted at horror 
fans and their perception of their beloved genre whose responses were pivotal in 
understanding the audience perception on the horror genre and the impact that 
consumers have on producers and vice versa. Through the process of synthesising these 
feminist film theories, film industry knowledge and the responses of the horror audience to 
my own concepts and ideas, I have been able to justify and prove my hunches on the 
horror genre’s identity. 

Log: Among all my readings, I found an indistinguishable paradox. Were the female 
protagonists of horror films the victors or victims? This factor drove my primary research. I 
created an online questionnaire targeted at horror fans, putting it out on various Facebook 
groups for horror fans and received 49 responses. There responses correlated with my 
hunches, particularly in relation to audience makeup, favourable characteristics and 
responses to sexualisation. I was also intrigued to study how percentage of working 
females in the film industry was influential in this representation. I began to study the 
gender imbalance that took place in the industry and the amount of creative control held 
by women. 

CM: My research indicates that with limited women in positions of creative power, they 
were unable to tell the stories that they knew a female audience would want to see, which 
is why the Male Gaze persevered in the film industry for decades. Male producers and 
financers of film were scared to let women helm the director’s chair because they would 
“want to make women's pictures”, as if this desire to make films that the female audience 
could enjoy too was frowned upon.32 

Conclusion: The horror genre expresses much deeper values than it is given credit for, 
values that are catalysts for overturning negative perceptions towards women in the film 
industry and society. Perhaps, the true villains of the horror genre throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s were never the big, knife-wielding, bad-guys, but rather Hollywood and their 
sexual exploitation of the female body and society’s conservative expectations of women. 

Annotation: Sally Ogle’s New York Times article on the challenges faced by female 
directors has been a critical piece to the study of the representation of women in horror 
films. I found this piece as an archived article published in 1981 and although almost 40 
years old, the information provided in the has been incredibly insightful. Here Ogle details 
shocking statistics about the lack of women in positions of creative power in the female 
industry and unpacks why the rate of female directors are so low. While I felt Ogle took a 
biased, feminist approach to the writing of this article, I found it was entirely necessary 
given the information of sexism present in the female industry. She features casual sexist 
comments from male producers about their mistrust of women in positions of leadership 
and contrasts that with comments from struggling female directors who outline the 
tribulations they face within a male dominated industry. Overall, this article has proven to 
be one the strongest and most relevant sources used for my study of female presence in 
the film industry. 
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Conceptual application: Building a symbolic relationship: 

Concept bundling and application to gain conceptual insight and an aura! 

 

 

 

Codes for PIP feedback 

Coded Feedback when the pressure is on and time is critical 
 

## 

 

✓ More like this!  Referring to synthesis.  
Synthesis can be identified, and this is good! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Spiralling set of connectives needed 3-2-5  

SS or Sustained synthesis 

Conjunctions (refer to word bank for ideas_ 

 

DD Drill down with 3-2-5 connectives for deeper 
connections and synthesis 

 
 
L&L 
 

Loop back and link to the forementioned to inform 
the judgment  
 

TS + IS = C&S They say and I say then make correlations and then 
synthesis 

V2N Verb to Noun – apply nominalisation rule.  
This rule decreases or eliminates description 

C ✓ Sounding conceptual  
 

D?? I can hear description 

 

Gender 
as a value

patriarchy;

commodification;

sexualisation;

objectification;

exploitation;

male gaze;

ideological 
shift;

Jenna says: “With the female 

body no longer serving as a 

commodity in the horror genre, 

this form of popular culture has 

had to adopt alternative values in 

its portrayal of women. This shift 

from the Male Gaze to the Female 

Gaze, as shown through testing 

Clark’s theory of media 

representation of minority groups, 

completely subverted its 

representation of female 

characters, and somewhat 

ironically, created empowering 

heroines out of these once 

objectified and sexualised 

individuals”. 
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Exam writing is about the application of knowledge: 

The exam writing scaffold SEE has worked for me. 

 It is important when assessing an exam response that the marker is able to SEE a conceptual 

response with evidence and clarity. This can be a difficult task for some students and more so with an 

unseen exam question under timed exam conditions. A scaffold is like a plan and this takes some of the 

pressure away and also brings confidence to writing under exam conditions. 

The SEE and SEEJ exam writing scaffold: 

S= sizzling statement that engages with the key words in the question 

E= expand and shape answer by applying knowledge via the instructional verb 

E= evidence or an example is critical to produce clarity 

J= Adding a judgement raises the certainty of conviction (if the question asks for evaluation the 

statement to start should also be a judgement. 

S  

E  

E  
 

J  

 

Question: 

2021: Explain why social change is considered a complex process. Support your answer with a relevant 
example. /4 
 

S  
 

E  
 

E  
 

 

2021: To what extent has empowerment influenced social change in ONE country you have studied? /8 
 

S  
 

E  
 

E  
 

J 
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CONCEPT WALL – “SOMEHOW RELATED’. Circle your unique PIP combination and follow the SEE to demonstrate how they are related! 
 

Fundamental Course 

Concepts 

persons society culture Environment 

 

 

time Additional Course 

Concepts 

power Gender 

technology authority identity globalisation 

HSC  CORE  
 

Continuity and change 

tradition westernisation Modernisation  

beliefs and values cooperation and conflict Sustainability empowerment 

Popular Culture Commercialisation  

 

commodification continuity  consumption 

change  Conflict 

 

ideology institutional power   values 

Belief Systems and 

Ideologies 

values  customs philosophy beliefs  

worldview Secularisation 

 

symbols ritual  institutional power 

Social Inclusion and 

exclusion. 

Social mobility   race and ethnicity prejudice and 

discrimination 

social class 

social differentiation                socioeconomic status 

 

equality life course  human rights  

Social conformity and non-

conformity 

Deindividuation social cognition   self-concept Stereotype 

 

Identify ONE main and ONE 

supporting concept for your 

PIP demonstrate how they are  

‘somehow related’  and will be 

central to your PIP research  

social cohesion   values Worldview  deviance 

 

Concept  Concept 
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ONE way- a visual way - to guide the writing of the PIP   MJohnson 
Size 12 font and 1.5 line spacing with page numbers  

NO school name; NO school number; NO writers name to appear in the PIP; NO word counts; NO appendix required 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Title Page 
With 

Student 
number 

 
Contents 

page  
Optional 

……40 marks for the integration of analysis (why) of research findings and a synthesis of the research findings ……… 

Introduction 
500 words 

Log 
500 words  

Central Material 
2500 – 4000 

Conclusion 
500 words 

Annotated 
Resource list 

Title – 
think of 
Something  
Cryptic, 
Catchy or 
Intriguing. 
State the 
chosen 
Hypothesis 
– a 
statement 
that 
reflects an 
intended 
debate – a 
XC debate! 
 

Photo? 
optional 

 
Can help 

to 
organise 

your 
thoughts 

and 
illustrate 
the flow 

of ideas – 
though 

does not 
need to 

be viewed 
by the 
marker 

What the 
topic is about, 
Why this topic 
was chosen,  
 In what ways 
it contributes 
to a better 
understanding 
of Society and 
Culture. (XC 
and CC) 
The choice of 
research 
methods 
should be 
explained and 
justified 
 
 

 
Detailing the 

process and the 
sequential 

development  
 

• Research,  

• drafting, 

• writing,  

• evaluating 
 

Avoid describing 
what was done 

rather make 
correlations and 

judgments 
between the 
process and 
outcomes 

 

• 4000 word deep conceptual investigation across chapters 

• XC debate driven by a handful of connected course concepts 

• XC integrated across the sections 

• Each chapter to integrate research data(as seen in footnoting) 

• Choose a referencing style and use it consistently. You need to provide 
a reference whenever you draw upon someone else's ideas, words, 
primary research data. Referencing is a way of acknowledging the 
sources of information that you use to research your topic. 

Writing style: an academic essay is suggested. Make it 

✓ explanatory (explaining why or how it is like that) 
✓ expressive (I think, I feel, I believe) 
✓ Use third person, explanatory and expressive 
X     AVOID: descriptive writing (outlining how something is or was) 

Deep analysis and extended synthesis created by drilling down using 

connective words such as - hence; moreover; furthermore; as a result; for 

this reason; by comparison; similarly; yet; surely; in fact. 

Visuals/graphs integrated – unpacked, analysed and data applied 

Chapter titles that connect themes, create a flow of ideas, uncover, and 

conceptually answer the hypothesis by exploring the cross culture 

 
500 words 

What did you 
learn from the 
Pip research 

and pip 
experience? 
Relate to the 

process and the 
final product 

Avoid tokenism, 
finish with an 

insightful 
finding/s 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Categorised 
Alphabetical 

list of 
Books 

Journals 
Research 
methods 

(interviews, 
focus groups) 

Web sites 
With 

annotations 
that 

demonstrate 
insight into 

their 
usefulness 

All writing styles have a 
voice or a point of view. 
Academic writing is a 
formal tone and should be 
objective “these findings 
suggest” “It was found 
that” 

First person 
I argue that… 
I found that… 

 

First person 
I used semi-
structured 
interviews…… 
After this I 
analysed… 
 

Third Person or a more formal tone as heard in academic writing 

▪ This PIP has argued that……the results indicate…(relate to a concept).. 

▪ More nouns and less verbs in the writing- apply nominalisation 

▪ Can use personal pronouns like 'I’; NO contractions  

▪ Higher modality – raise the emphasis or strength of your opinion 

▪ Integration achieved through a sequence of ‘they say’ and ‘I say’ as 

evidenced in footnoting  

▪ Synthesised findings – profound new knowledge from combining data 

▪ Spirally synthesis achieved with a series of connectives – to drill down! 

First person 

A reflective style 

of writing works 

in this section. 

 

“a finding of most 

importance 

was….” 

 

First person 
This source is 

still valid 
However, I 

found that the 
primary 

research…. 
 

Despite……I 
found validity 

in….. 
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The Personal Interest Project Examination Marking Guidelines as a Landscape document    Outcomes assessed: H1, H6, H7, H8, H9, H10, H11 

The following criteria will be used to mark the Personal Interest Project: http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/society-culture-assessment-reporting.pdf 

Evidence of achievement of the course outcomes related to the PIP. • The clarity of the topic, purposes and procedures of the PIP. • A demonstrated understanding and 

application of the concepts of the course. • The appropriate use of research methods essential to the course. • The accuracy and relevance of the subject matter for the 

purposes of the PIP. • A demonstrated knowledge and understanding of viewpoints different from the immediate culture of the student. • A demonstration of how continuity 

and/or change have been addressed. • Integration in a coherent structure of various aspects of the course. • Conclusions that proceed from the stated introduction and 

arguments presented in the PIP. • Evidence that personal experience is related to public knowledge. • Effective communication of the student’s ideas to a wider audience. • 

Evidence of originality of design, analysis and execution. • Evidence of social and cultural literacy. • Evidence that sources of information are referenced. 

 1  -  8 9  -  16 17 -   24 25  -  32 33  -  40 

States issues and/or information which relates to personal and/or public 
knowledge 

Presents some ideas, issues and/or information which relates to personal 
and/or public knowledge 

Presents ideas, issues and/or 
information relating some 
personal and/or public 
knowledge  

Demonstrates synthesis of ideas, issues and information relating personal 
experience and public knowledge 

Demonstrates thorough and 
sustained synthesis of relevant 
ideas, issues and information 
relating personal experience and 
public knowledge  

Uses at least one social and 
cultural research method  

Uses at least one social and 
cultural research method and 
attempts some judgement on 
the usefulness, validity and/or 
bias of information that 
contributed to the Personal 
Interest Project  

Uses social and cultural 
research methods and makes 
some judgements on the 
usefulness, validity and/or 
bias of information that 
contributed to the Personal 
Interest Project  

Applies social and cultural research 
methods and makes appropriate 
judgements on the usefulness, validity and 
bias of information that contributed to the 
Personal Interest Project  

Effectively applies social and 
cultural research methods and 
makes informed judgements on 
the usefulness, validity and bias 
of information that contributed 
to the Personal Interest Project  

Limited use of social 
and/or cultural terms 
and/or concepts; may refer 
to cross-cultural 
perspectives and/or 
continuity and/or change  

Uses some social and/or 
cultural terms and concepts 
within the Personal Interest 
Project and refers to cross-
cultural perspectives and/or 
continuity and/or change 
Presents a  

Uses social and cultural terms 
and concepts within the 
Personal Interest Project and 
includes cross-cultural 
perspectives and continuity 
and/or change  

Applies social and cultural terms and 
concepts throughout the Personal Interest 
Project and effectively addresses cross-
cultural perspectives and continuity and/or 
change  

Effectively applies and integrates 
social and cultural terms and 
concepts throughout the 
Personal Interest Project and 
comprehensively addresses cross-
cultural perspectives and 
continuity and/or change  

Presents a Personal 
Interest Project that 
demonstrates limited 
communication skills and 
may include some use of 
photographs, tables and/or 
diagrams 

Personal Interest Project that 
demonstrates some 
communication skills and 
includes some use of 
appropriate language and, 
where applicable, some use of 
photographs, tables and/or 
diagrams 

Presents a well-structured 
Personal Interest Project that 
communicates successfully 
using appropriate language 
and, where applicable, 
photographs, tables and/or 
diagrams  

Presents a clear and well-structured 
Personal Interest Project that 
demonstrates effective communication, 
incorporating accurate and appropriate 
language and, where applicable, 
photographs, tables and/or diagrams 

Presents a clear, coherent and 
well-structured Personal Interest 
Project that demonstrates highly 
effective communication, 
incorporating accurate and 
appropriate language and, where 
applicable, photographs, tables 
and/or diagrams  
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From statements to stories and then some sentences of synthesis to significant and substantial synthesis 
 E Range 1 - 8 D Range 9 - 16 C range   17 -  24 B Range 25 – 32  A Range 33 – 40   

Statements Story telling with some 
ideas presented 

Presents ideas and describes 
issues 

Consistent evidence of statements 
of analysis and synthesis 

demonstrated 

Thorough and sustained synthesis is 
demonstrated with analysis 

  Concepts and research data used  Concepts and research data applied 

The example in Tik Tok theme moves from making staments defining Tik Tok to 
prersenting ideas and describing ……. 

To…… introducing more complex conceptual ideas and making correlations to explain, 
analyse and synthesis relationships, in this case Tik Tok and feminism 

The Tik Tok short 
video platform was 
born in 2016 and is 
a mobile client that 
can shoot, publish 
and share content. 
At present, Tik Tok 
has covered 150 
countries and 75 
languages, ranking 
in the top of the 
app store list in 
more than 40 
countries 
and regions. As of 
December 2018, 
Tik Tok had more 
than 250 million 
active users per 
day and 500 million 
active users per 
month in China.  

Why is TikTok so popular? 
TikTok is a popular social 
media app that allows 
users to create, watch, and 
share 15-second videos 
shot on mobile devices or 
webcams. With its 
personalized feeds of 
quirky short videos set to 
music and sound effects, 
the app is notable for its 
addictive quality and high 
levels of engagement. The 
global growth of 
Tik Tok users can be said to 
be a typical phenomenon 
of popular culture. 

Major movements in feminism have 
been described as “waves of 
feminism” (Bennet, 1989), and have 
occurred on the tail-end of a massive 
shift in globalised institutional and 
industrial advances. The first “wave” 
arrived on the tail-end of the 
industrial revolution and involved 
creating a landscape where women 
were provided with more 
opportunities and 
eventually resulted with women 
being allowed to vote in America 
(Rampton, 2015). 
The second “wave” started in the 
1960s, after World War II, in the 
wake of mass civil rights movements 
and anti-war protests, many 
minority groups (women, people of 
colour, LGBTQ people) were being 
advocated for (Rampton, 2015). The 
third “wave” of feminism began on 
the tail of the postmodern era, in the 
mid’90’s.  

While the Internet has been around 
since the 1990s, social media has 
only really been relevant in the past 
decade since the prominence of the 
smartphone. Now, networks can be 
created on social media website for 
those who take a specific interest in 
something or someone. These 
“influencers” open up avenues for 
conversations to take place as their 
advocacy can be seen on a mass-
level almost immediately (Church, 
2020). Because these posts can be 
seen almost immediately on such a 
wide-spread scale, advocacy 
movements utilise this to 
communicate their message. An 
example of one of these influencers 
can be seen through Tenley Yearles, 
who posted a video in October 2019 
of herself dancing to a recording of 
her ex-boyfriend yelling at her 
(Yearles2019). This video allowed for 
avenues to be opened which 
resulted in conversations about 
violence against women. 

The platforms which advocation takes place 
on is changing and is continuously evolving. In 
the past, the negative impact harmful 
masculine identities had on society was 
explored in the public sphere and over a 
longer period of time. However, social media 
has transformed the landscape of advocacy. 
Online platforms like TikTok have opened up a 
third place for networked publics to engage in 
hashtag activism and discussions about 
misogyny and feminism. These discussions are 
effective in raising awareness about women’s 
rights however they fall short in terms of 
forming solutions to result in a decrease in the 
expression of toxic masculinity online. 
Because social media is widely available, easy 
to understand and easy to engage with, it is 
now a key driver in the continued push 
towards gender parity. The current focus on 
such social media is on changing the 
behaviour of men who cause negative impacts 
on society, through violence and aggression 
against women, and the villainization of 
feminine traits among men. By allowing 
conversations to occur in an  

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/f084/c0d089b8093a04d89d3841e37c4449629e99.pdf?_ga=2.217603024.731892512.1667715577-1454312274.1667715577 

Reference: https://networkconference.netstudies.org/2021/2021/04/28/the-failure-of-feminist-tiktok/ 

Disclaimer: This is 

an attempt to capture 

the look and sound 

from each mark 

range by using two 

documents. It is an 

attempt only and 

meant to be a teacher 

guide. 
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Making a start - PIP picture Bingo – complete drafts and submit for feedback 
Create a hypothesis from a 
Hunch: 
Question: 
Statement or Hypothesis 
 

For ONE academic journal, 
complete its bibliography and an 
annotation for the source. Follow 
the scaffold 

1. Summary 
2. Analysis and evaluate 

validity and bias 
3. Reflect on usefulness 

 
 

Outline what the cross culture will 
be for your PIP and why this 
unique comparison is valuable 

As a result of wide reading about 
your topic, identify THREE 
statements that could become an 
interview question 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 

Complete a draft for the following 
required in the introduction 

1. a brief description of what 
the topic is about,  

2. why this topic was chosen  
3. in what ways it contributes 

to a better understanding 
of Society and Culture.  
 
 
 

Explain the choice of research 
methods. 

As a result of wide reading ONE 
academic journal, Mark the text 
with ideas for a possible 

1. Hypothesis 
2. Interview questions 
3. A XC idea 
 

For TWO internet sites, record the 
URL and the most recent date the 
site was visited. Compose 
annotation on its usefulness to 
the PIP. 

Write 100 words about the results 
of the wide reading process, the 
problems experienced and where 
this has led you in the PIP process 
 
 
 
 

Justify the choice of research 
methods – must be at least 3 or 4 

Outline how continuity and/or 
change will feature in your PIP 

The Pip must have a main concept 
and then some to support. 
Complete a mind map to identify 
them and show their relationship 
to your topic 
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6 Prepared by Maxine Johnson for SCAssociation NSW PIP Day NOV 25th 2022 

 

Sweet Bingo – How sweet are you with your NESA verbs? 
Answering exam type questions requires the application of knowledge, and the shaping of this knowledge with an understanding of the instructional verb 
 

 

Describe the sweet 

 

 

Identify the key features of this 

sweet 

 

Discuss the importance of sweets 

 

Explain the sweet 

 

 

Outline the key features of the 

sweet 

 

Account for changes in the sweet 

 

 

Define the sweet 

 

Account for One continuity or 

ONE change in the sweet 
 

 

Justify the sweet 

 
 

  

Predict the importance of this sweet 

in the  near future 

 

 

Analyse the impact of 

globalisation upon the sweet 

 

 

Evaluate the sweet 
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Workshopping activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Stated her topic and why she chose it 

2.How does this topic relate to the SAC 

course and why is it a topic that matters? 

3.Explain why Jenna chose her 

combination of research methods and 

why this was important to her hypothesis 

4. Hightlight Jenna’s hyothesis- is it a 

question or a statement? 

 

Introduction 500 words 

“Horror is a reaction; it's not a genre.” - John Carpenter 

Popular culture is like a time capsule, an insight into the beliefs, values and attitudes held by different 

generations. The horror genre is no exception to this idea. Horror films are notorious for being a cheap 

and confronting genre, they are perceived as seemingly immoral entertainment with no intrinsic messages 

behind them. However, I strongly argue against this, because when studied beyond their entertainment 

value, the horror genre resonates and reflects a period of change in attitudes towards the role women play 

in society and their roles as both the producers and consumers of popular culture, as outlined in the above 

quote by legendary horror film director, John Carpenter. This genre was built on the values of 

exploitation of women through the commodification of their body, but despite this, the evolutionary 

change in representation of female heroines in the horror genre has enabled the genre to escape from its 

dark roots and shape its identity as a genre of popular culture. Through analysing the genre’s reaction to 

the producer-audience relationship in pop culture, a male-dominated film industry and the impact of the 

‘Male Gaze’ on the genre, I hope to prove that the horror genre’s identity no longer relies on the 

exploitation of women as a commodity.  

I watch horror films religiously, they’re the reason I want to become a film director when I finish school. 

My mum always tells me if I knew half as much about my school subjects as I do horror, I would be on 

the way to a decent ATAR. So, when the opportunity to do a PIP on a topic of my choice came, I knew 

exactly where to go. As a woman, I had always felt empowered by the portrayal of the female 

protagonists in horror films and the strength they held, so I would like to thank the horror genre for 

turning me into the feminist I am today.  

Through secondary research in feminist film theories, it has enabled me to analyse popular horror films 

through a feminist film lens and view them from a Society and Culture orientated perspective. To 

@SCANSW NOV 2022          74



understand the perceptions of gender make-up in the film industry, I regularly listened to various 

episodes of the filmmaking podcast ‘The Movie Crypt’ on my drive to school each day. The viewpoints of 

industry professionals, their experiences, and their opinions on the current state of the film industry 

allowed me to gain contemporary insight into the intricacies of the horror film industry. Furthermore, I 

conducted my primary research through a questionnaire specifically targeted at horror fans and their 

perception of their beloved genre whose responses were pivotal in understanding the audience 

perception on the horror genre and the impact that consumers have on producers and vice versa. 

Through the process of synthesising these feminist film theories, film industry knowledge and the 

responses of the horror audience to my own concepts and ideas, I have been able to justify and prove 

my hunches on the horror genre’s identity. 

Log 500 words 

1 Identify the stages in the development of Jenna’s PIP 

2 Highlight the sequence of procedures undertaken 

3 Identify a critical step and how this was justified/solved and the outcome 

From the beginning of the Society and Culture course, I knew I wanted to study pop 

culture and gender for my Personal Interest Project but knowing my mum’s clear 

distaste for my love of horror films, I was adamant to immediately jump to the study 

them. I had considered other sociological topics for my PIP, but none of them felt quite 

right to me. The deciding factor in my final topic decision came in October 2018 when 

I won tickets to the Australian premiere of ‘Halloween’ and got the opportunity to 

meet Jamie Lee Curtis, a feminist icon of the horror genre. That film, a sequel to the 

1978 ‘Halloween’, highlighted a shift in female representation. Curtis, who played the 

protagonist in the 1978 film, praised the new film for its ability to show women as the 

strong, empowered victors, and not just a victim. That night, I was in a state of ‘concert 

high’, as I came home from the premiere and frantically downloaded as many news 

articles as I could about the feminist messages in that film. My decision was made. 

To conduct my secondary research, I read articles about gender in the horror film. Key 

ideas began to reoccur within the articles I read such as ‘Male Gaze’, sexualisation and 

overlying patriarchal values. These key ideas were feminist film theories, all of which 

were based on the works of three feminist film theorists, Laura Mulvey, Linda 

Williams and Carol J Glover, but as I could not access them for free online, I travelled 

to the State Library in the summer holidays to read the original papers by Mulvey, 

Williams and Glover. 

Among all my readings, I found an indistinguishable paradox. Were the female 

protagonists of horror films the victors or victims? This factor drove my primary 
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research. I created an online questionnaire targeted at horror fans, putting it out on 

various Facebook groups for horror fans and received 49 responses. There responses 

correlated with my hunches, particularly in relation to audience makeup, favourable 

characteristics, and responses to sexualisation. I was also intrigued to study how 

percentage of working females in the film industry was influential in this 

representation. I began to study the gender imbalance that took place in the industry 

and the amount of creative control held by women. 

It was during the sorting of ideas for my PIP that I truly felt like I was getting a grasp 

and realising key correlations between my primary and secondary research. Here, I 

strategically 

narrowed the focus of my PIP to the impact of both interior motives (the film industry) 

and exterior motives (society) on the representation of women and, therefore, the 

identity of the horror genre, and analysis on horror as a genre and a catalyst for social 

change. 

Through the many drafts of my PIP, I have been able to make further correlations and 

synthesise my ideas to bring me to the finished version of my PIP having gained a 

much deeper understanding on the role women play in the horror genre’s identity. 

Conclusion: 500 words 

 

1.Highlight/underline or list the 
learnings that Jenna has experienced 

2.Highlight where Jenna has linked her 
learning to the “why this topic 
matters”/relationship to the course 

3. How has Jenna been able to make 
her Introduction, Log and Conclusion 
personal? 

4. Determine the percentage of 
synthesis in Jenna’s conclusion 

5. How effective is Jenna’s final 
sentence in the conclusion? 

 

From its humble beginnings as a mere inspiration ten months ago to write a PIP on my 

passion of horror, to the endless drafts piling up on my desk, the journey of creating 

my PIP has been extensive. But ultimately, this process taught me a great deal about 

the time and effort required to construct a large-scale project, something that will help 
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me considerably in my efforts in becoming a filmmaker. In all honesty, I have 

thoroughly enjoyed this PIP- making process, particularly because it was centred 

around my personal love for the horror genre and my aspirations to pursue a career in 

the film industry. 

The horror genre is an infamous form of popular culture, one that is ultimately 

overlooked by society for its perceived lack of morals and values. However, through 

my PIP, I hope to provide my reader and a broader audience a new social and cultural 

lens for which they can view the horror genre as more than just an immoral form of 

entertainment. The horror genre expresses much deeper values than it is given credit 

for, values that are catalysts for overturning negative perceptions towards women in 

the film industry and society. Perhaps, the true villains of the horror genre throughout 

the 1970s and 1980s were never the big, 

knife-wielding, bad-guys, but rather Hollywood and their sexual exploitation of the 

female body and society’s conservative expectations of women. 

But there has always been one question that plagued my PIP from the very beginning, 

something that I have been trying to answer about my own love of horror for years. 

What draws female horror fans to a genre that has so frequently and historically 

exploited the representation of women? As a feminist, people have always questioned 

how I am so in love with the notorious genre. However, true horror in the horror genre 

does not lie in the monsters and ghouls, but in the dark origins of the genre’s 

exploitation of women. The Final Girl and Dysfunctional Mother represent the fight 

against that, the fight for equality and they provide heroes that empower its viewers. 

They “risk everything for freedom in their lives and control of their own bodies”. 

“She was me at 17… I identified with her… She made it through the worst possible night of her life. It gave me 

the hope that I could survive anything if Laurie could survive Halloween.” 

 Anonymous female horror fan 

“She was totally badass! Ripley made me feel like I could be strong and conquer the world”                                                                                        

Anonymous female horror fan 

 
Here it is expressed the degree in which the Final Girl and Dysfunctional Mother have 

impacted the fans of the genre to conquer their own life challenges. They are not 

merely commodities for a means of exploitation, but empowering feminist icons that 

impact its audience. Because to us, these endearing characters reflect women’s fight 

“to survive and succeed in our culture”. Writing this PIP has finally helped me to 

realise what these characters represent and fight for, something I hope to take with me 

when I create the next generation of these horror icons in years to come. 
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Coded Feedback when the pressure is on, and time is critical! 

## 

 

✓ More like this!  Referring to synthesis.  
Synthesis can be identified, and this is good! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Spiralling set of connectives needed 3-2-5  

SS or Sustained synthesis 

Conjunctions (refer to word bank for ideas_ 

DD Drill down with 3-2-5 connectives for deeper connections and synthesis 

 
 
L&L 
 

Loop back and link to the forementioned to inform the judgment  
 

TS + IS = C&S They say and I say then make correlations and then synthesis 

V2N Verb to Noun – apply nominalisation rule.  
This rule decreases or eliminates description 

C ✓ Sounding conceptual  
 

D?? XX I can hear description  
 

 

Jenna’s PIP – The Trilogy of Horror 

 

Chapter 1 
 

 

Chapter 2 
 

 
 
 

Chapter 3 
 

 

 

@SCANSW NOV 2022          78



@SCANSW NOV 2022          79



@SCANSW NOV 2022          80



@SCANSW NOV 2022          81



@SCANSW NOV 2022          82



1 

 

 

Workshopping activities 

Find examples for the following: 

1. Connectives words being utilised for drilling down and Looping and Linking to produce synthesis 

2. Words that indicate analysis 

3. Moments of description 

4. Integration of “They say” and “I say” 

5. The cookie strategy utilised 

6. A sentence/paragraph start that has a powerful punch or sizzling statement 

7. Identify a purple patch that is conceptual 

8. Evidence of a verb that may have been converted to a noun 

9. An informed judgment  

10. Seamless integration of secondary and primary data 

11. An example of cross-cultural perspective 

12. An example of Continuity and or change  

 

Chapter 3: 

Despite horror’s notoriety of misrepresenting its female characters, the genre itself has evolved 

to become one of the most supportive genres of the feminist movement both behind and in front 

of the camera. 

The horror genre is unlike any other film genre out there. Not just in its content, but in the 

supportive, community atmosphere the fans create. This is exemplified by movements within the 

horror community such as ‘Women in Horror Month’. 59 This international initiative takes place 

in February every year, where the underrepresented work of women within the horror genre are 

brought into the spotlight through film festivals dedicated to female horror filmmakers and 

social media presence to highlight their work.60 This movement recognizes the often-

underappreciated work of female filmmakers and is celebrated by fans across the world.61 

Furthermore, in October 2017, thousands of women took to twitter to share their stories of 

sexual harassment and abuse, in what would soon become known as the ‘#MeToo’ movement.62 

This movement arose after actresses, assistants and female co-workers of Harvey Weinstein, 

one of Hollywood’s biggest film producers, spoke out about sexual harassment and abuse 

suffered at the hands of this award-winning and respected producer. 63 

58 Image Credit (Chapter 3): ‘Halloween’ (1978) Poster Art. Jason Edmiston. Accessed July 24, 2019. 

https://bloody-disgusting.com/movie/3526268/jason-edmistons-new-halloween-1978-poster-mondo- 

perfect-companion-previous-poster/. 
59 Women in Horror Month. n.d. About. Accessed June 20, 2019. 

https://www.womeninhorrormonth.com/about/. 
60 Ibid. 
61 Personal reflection on my own experience to the horror genre’s community acceptance of this event. 
62 The New Yorker. 2017. Sexual Assault: Harvey Weinstein’s Accusers Tell Their Stories. October 
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2 

10. Accessed June 18, 2019. https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/from-aggressive-

overtures-to-sexual-assault-harvey-weinsteins-accusers-tell-their-stories.
63 Ibid.

This call for change in the film industry was long overdue. People both within and outside of 

the film industry were aware of the mistreatment of female actresses and workers in the film 

industry, yet this became so natural that it was normalised. Prior to this movement, even I 

was aware of the notoriety of the sexual harassment and abuse in the film industry. As a 

young girl who wanted to enter the industry as a director, I came to terms with the fact that I 

too would have to face this harassment in my career. To me, it became normalised too, I 

began to plan how I would deal with situations like this, how I would call out when necessary 

but thicken my skin to the blatant sexism, and that wasn’t ok. 

What makes this story so much more relevant to my PIP is that this movement for change 

was sparked and led by two actresses, Rose McGowan and Asia Argento. 64 These two 

women are prolific actresses of horror, both earning their esteemed titles within the horror 

community as Scream Queens 65 , and Argento being the daughter of esteemed horror film 

director, Dario Argento. 

I don’t consider this a coincidence at all, that the two women to powerhouse change towards 

the treatment of women in the film industry, be from the horror genre. Because as seen 

throughout my PIP, despite slow at times, the horror is both a catalyst and reaction to social 

change. 

Amazingly, the release of ‘Halloween’ (2018) perfectly aligned with the #MeToo movement. 

While not an intentional reference to the movement, the film told a similar story to those who 

endured abuse within the film industry. Both the #MeToo movement and ‘Halloween’ 

express the stories of women suffering from trauma as victims of oppression and abuse, who 

come out of the shadows to tell their story and fight back against their oppressors. 66 Star of 

the film, Jamie Lee Curtis, stated: 

“Clearly this movie will be another voice in that same chorus of women 

taking back their stories, saying, ‘We are not that story, we have arrived, 

and we will be the ones that write our own stories.'” JL Curtis 

This perfectly encapsulates the modern purpose of films and the impact that societal changes 

in the expectation of gender has had on the horror genre. Rather than just a means of 

entertainment, horror films have become a pedestal for oppressed voices and unsung stories 

that forge the way for change in the horror genre, the film industry and society. 
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64 Hollywood.com. 2018. Asia Argento Salutes Rose McGowan for Giving Actresses the Courage to 

Speak Out. January 8. Accessed June 17, 2019. http://www.hollywood.com/general/asia- 

argento-salutes-rose-mcgowan-for-giving-actresses-the-courage-to-speak-out-60709925/. 
65 Scream Queen: An actress associated for her work in numerous, notable horror films 
66 Maddox, Garry. 2018. "Jamie Lee Curtis on Why the New Halloween is Striking a #MeToo 

Chord." The Sydney Morning Herald, October 23. 
67 Hollywood.com. 2018. Asia Argento Salutes Rose McGowan for Giving Actresses the Courage to 

Speak Out. January 8. Accessed June 17, 2019. 

http://www.hollywood.com/general/asia-argento-salutes-rose-mcgowan-for-giving-actresses-the- 

courage-to-speak-out-60709925
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